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ANECDOTES. 


1. Aristides. 

AmsTinrs who lived in Athens before the 
Christian era, was so equitable in all things 
that he was honored with the sirnaiuc of 
“ just” and acquired great inihicnce over in’s 
fellow citizens. It was a custom among the 
Athenians to expel those citizens who had 
obtained such an ascendancy over the peo- 
ple, as appeared io endanger the. stability of 
the government. On these occasions those 
who had a right to give their votes wrote the 
name of the person whom they desired to ba- 
nish on a shell, and delivered it to the offi- 
cers. Aristides was held in such general es- 
teem, that it was determined thus to banish 
him from the city. On the day appointed for 
the decision of this question, he himself came 
into the assembly ; and a man who stood 
near him and was unable to write, ashed 
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Aristides, whom he did not know, to write 
his name on a shell for him. I)o you know 
Aristides then ? asked he* No, replied the iff- 
norant citizen. Has he injured you in any 
thing? enquired Aristides. No ; but wherever 
I go I hear of nothing but of the justice of 
Aristides ; and being weary of this repetition.. 
I wish to have him banished. Aristides, 
without saying another word, took the shell 
and wrote his own name upon it. The assem- 
bly decreed that the unoffending Aristides 
should be banished for the excess of his jus- 
tice. 


2, Aristides s reply . 

Aristides having to judge a cause be- 
tween two litigants, one of them repeated 
all the injurious language which his adversa- 
ry had used respecting Aristides. Relate 
rather, good friend, said he# the injury ho 
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hath done thee ; for it is tby cause, and not 
my own that 1 am to judge. 

3. Aristides and the poet . 

A poet having a cause before Aristides, 
entreated him to stretch a point in his favor ; 
on which Aristides replied, If you contract* 
ed or lengthened your lines contrary to the 
just measure of poetry, you would not be a 
just poet ; how then could I be esteemed a 
good judge, if I decided aught in opposition to 
law or justice. 


%. Solon * 

Anacharsis was accustomed to deride the 
mild law r s of Solon, saying, that laws were 
like cobwebs ; as the w r eak fly is caught in 
them* while the vigorous insect breaks through 
them, so the poor delinquent is caught in the 
web of the law, w hile the rich man breaks 
through it. 
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5. Fabius and HannibaL 

In the war between the Carthaginians and 
the Homans, Hannibal commanded the ar- 
mies of the former, Fabius, those of the lat- 
ter. An exchange of prisoners was agreed 
on between them on this condition, that 
he who had the fewer in number, should pay 
down in money the ransom of the remainder. 
On counting the prisoners, it was found that 
the Homan captives in the hands of the Car- 
thaginians were two hundred and forty in ex- 
cess. Fabius informed the Roman Senate of 
the particulars of the compact, and the excess 
of the prisoners, but they r« fused to ratify the 
contract or to send the money. They more- 
over reproached Fabius, with having engaged 
to tree men who by their cowardice had fallen 
into disgrace, Fabius received the rebuke with 
calmness, but judged in his own mind that 
though it might be just to leave men in capti- 
vity who had behaved w ith such pusillanimi- 
ty, yet it would be still more just to fulfil an 



C » 3 


e 's l 

sFtaftinr 3^3 crttilWtinr 

or Trot ^iRTffeR ftRrT^t t»rf*f 

c^tnnr ^t°n c^Rr^r cfi’xvAjzwn 
wwfs Rr^R i '5'R1?‘1 Rirrsr *t 3 ^ir 
srs Tifwgurg *t Rrlr fsr*Fsr ^fR 
o?r c<r r?r *rrsR sns Tjf^jr tt^^jti ■rR?f rr 
fsR rsTw nRnrrt -Ri stR ^fir 

csr i s rs TnTwzzw ?r ^ crsTi 

<r crt^nr*i?r*nr ijR •* 1^5 Ffir-'f tsr wR 
3p w«T(.7S3rc3rart*tf%ii Rro> srTt^! 

^nrtrs t^irf crtsttwcr? otrRjf 
f*rTir<? $ 3ff^>r crq?1 st 5 Rjfg^r wi 
fsr^j TriRisfeR Rr§ ^tsrtRl c^f RRr^trcr 
R<7 5FRrr5 WstTi 1>T3F! (Z17^ <pf 3^5 wWtf $ 
Rtr<?rc i irnct7l ^r*r3l R^c<r 

■^eR-n ^Rjrr <^r fsR wT*iRRCTr?r fars»n^ 
<r ^rcnRu RTiwR^rc^ sr^ <pRrs Riir 
<Ff?Rtfe?R t CRRRR ^.^T? z^TT f5R$1R 
TO wR-^r R*s 

FSfl ^Rc*R <R trRRI ^5 7aR.tr*f ‘SH 
^^fwrfe^r >5"t^rr?rfH*rn:^F ^<r<iot strf* 
cs c*T33i <z$ R^s trf<5 Rrr *i;j 



[ 12 1 


engagement. Determining therefore that no 

stain should be fixed on the Roman name 

* 

through any act of his, he sent his son to 
Rome to sell all his lands. His son having 
sold them, returned with the money which 
JFabius faithfully count. n\ out to Hanni- 
bal. 


6. The f\ ing of Persia. 

An officer of one of the kings of Persia 
solicited him for some place, which if confer- 
red, would have hern an act of' injustice. The 
king having afterwards hoard, that it was iu 
the prospect of obtaining thirty thousand 
rupees, that he had solicited the post, deter- 
mined to pay that sum himself. Then 
calling the officer he ordered him to go to 
his treasurer for it, saying, receive it as a 
token of my friendship for you ; a gift of this 
nature cannot make me poor, but to have 
granted your inequitable request would have 
made me poor indeed, for it would have 
made me unjust. 
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7 . Noushirvan, 

Noushirvan, the king of Persia, being out 
bunting one day, became desirous of eating 
some venison upon which some of his atten- 
dants went to a neighbouring village and took 
away a quantify of salt to season it with ; 
but the King suspecting that they had 
brought the salt without paying for it, order- 
ed them to return and pay its price. Then 
turning to his attendants, he said, this is a 
small matter in itself, but it is a great one as 
It regards me ; for a King is an example 
to his subjects, and ought ever to be just ; if 
I were to pluck only a single fruit from a 
poor man’s tree without paying for it, my ser- 
vants would the next day strip 'the tree ot all 
its fruit. 

8. A Sovereign's dirty. 

Solyman, the emperor of the Turks, having 
conquered the city of Belgrade, a poor woman 
complained bitterly to him that some of his 
soldiers had carried otf her cattle in which 
her whole wealth consisted. You must have 
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been in a deep sleep, said Solyman, not to 
have heard the robber. I did indeed sleep 
soundly, replied the woman, but it was in the 
confidence that you watched for the public 
safety. The Emperor, far from resenting her 

speech, made her ample amends for her loss. 

. * 

0. Hakim the Caliph , 

Hakim, the Caliph wishing to enlarge his 
palace, proj||sed to purchase from a poor 
woman, a piece of ground that lay contiguous 
to it, but as she refused to part with the in- 
heritance of her forefathers, his officers seized 
the ground for the Caliph’s use. The poor wo* 
man immediately complained of this outrage 
to the chief magistrate of the city who fore- 
saw great difficulty in the affair. He there- 
fore took a large empty sack, and mount- 
ing his horse, rode to the Caliph and besought 
permission to fill it with earth from his new- 
ly acquired garden. Hakim showed some 
surprize at the request, but allowed him to 
fill the sack. When this was completed, ho 
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farther besought the Caliph to assist him in 

lifting it on the ass.* This extraordinary re* 

* 

quest surprized Hakim still more, but he on- 
ly repliecteto the magistrate that it was too 
heavy. The judge then with an undaunted 
courage said, this sack, O sovereign, contains 
but a small portion of fhe ground you took 
by violence from the right owner. If you 
find it too heavy to bear/ how will you sus- 
tain the w^|lit of tlfe whole, when jrou 
come to be judged of (Sod ? The Caliph in- 
stantly restored to the poor Woman all the 
land he bad taken from hen 


10. Fatal effects of a bribe. 

A poor man in Turkey, had his house 
seized by his rich neighbour ; he held deeds 
which proved his right, butiiis opponent had 
hired a number of witnesses,, to invalidate 
them, and to secure his cause bad presented 
the Cazi with 500 Rupees. 
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When the cause came into court, the poor 
man told his story, and produced his writings 
but could bring forward no witnesses to sub- 

5 

stantiate them. His adversary, having a 
number of hired witnesses, laid the whole 
weight of his cause on their evidence, and 
requested the Cazi to decree the property in 
his favor on the ground that the poor man 
had failed to establish his right. 

The Cazi o?i this drew from under his seat 
the five Hundred Rupees which he had re- 
ceived as a bribe, and Hinging the bag with in- 
dignation at the opulent oppressor, said, if the 
poor man has no witnesses to substantiate 
his case, 1 now produce five hundred to luvali- 
date jour claim. Having said this, he decreed 
the cause in his lavor. 

11. The father and the son . 

A grocer in the city of Smyrna had a 
son who by his own talents and industry 
rose to the irank of Naib Cazi ; in this capacity 
he visited the markets and inspected the 
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weights and measures, II is father was in the 
habit of using false weights, but trusting to 
his relationship refused to conceal them be- 
fore the periodical inspection. The Naib, 
coining to his shop desired him to produce 
* his weights ; instead of obeying, however, 
he evaded the order with a laugh. But his 
son was inflexible and ordered his servants 
to bring forth the weights, and after an im- 
partial examination finding them false, con- 
demned them to be destroyed, and sentenced 
the culprit to p ay a fine, and to receive 50 
strokes of the ratan. 

’The punishment was inflicted in his pre- 
sence, after which the Naib leaped from his 
horse, threw himself at his father's feet, and 
bathing them with his tears, said, I have 
discharged my duty father to God and to 
my sovereign ; permit me now by my respect 
and submission to acquit myself of the debt 
I owe to you* Justice is the attribute 
of God; it is blind, it has no regard to 
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tjte ; yoi# had Qffe^d^d „a- 

gainst tljfe laamof your country, and therefore- 
deserved the punishment you have received*, 
hut- that it was destined ter be inflicted by 
me is a matter of the most poignant grief. Be- 
have better for the future, and instead of cen- 
soring me, pity me for being reduced to so 
distressing a condition. 

Tbe whole city was filled with astonish- 
ment at this decision, and a report of it 
•* • ■ * 

having been made to the grand Signior, 4ft. 
promoted the Naib to the ollice of Mufti. 

12. Henry 1 of England. • 

Henry tbe 5th of England, wheft prince,,, 
was in the ha hit of associating with c^band^ 
of licentious men who lead him into aU^ithds 
of vice* k 4 servant of his if as indicted for 
a misdemeanor and condemned to punish- 
ment ; the prince was so incensed at tbe re- 
sult of the trial that he rushed into the' court " 
and <&mmahded his servant to bo' set at li- 
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\ ^ ^jHspk®*^ o^srflr 

*f * m ^rrfir art^mr 

fflfW fttmsr ^«T f^ - ^5* 4PT ®rutf>ir 
*CW 4H\ t r *fai^r »njcl?ri #tri 
«* w s*#tr »TOtrtTOR^ »p^tt*n 
$TCt* *V 4R 51** <*t* *t*Utt^STtf*r 
»f$* Xt¥l Vt*tT» fStWl lt»T | *4*1 

fr «* ocmgt i r ;*«* 

frt*rijH *$c»pr cw fslk *m wtriir? 
<$f||r[ ^tnartir' 
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rTbesptpsidiag j iidge f^oeig«6*»ih|f' 
If mmifeded him of tie respect due to the 
Oncieut laws df tie realm, and advised bint 
fo'hpply to bis father the king for a pardon; 
iihce lie alone had the power of granting % 
The prince nnappeased by this just answer, 
turned towards his servant and attempted to 
him by force out of the hands of the offi- 
cers; upon which the judge commanded him to 
leave the coart. Henry was roused to a Jtpty 
and rushed to the judgment seat, frith the fry 
tentioa of assaulting the judge; but he sitting 
unmoved, and regarding him with a stem 
countenance thus addressed him 4 “Sir, re- 
member your own dignity* S here hokUhe 
place of your father. In his name, therefore, 
1 command you to desist from this unlawful ego- 
ierprize, and henceforth n«t to set such ah ex- 
ample before those who will hereafter be your 
* * ? 
subjects. For the contempt of the court and die- 

obedience of the Jaws which you have shewn, 
| jommit yea to prison, where yon are to w 
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*»t% ftwsrl wf^nr fr*r«js 6 *» % 
V** ■**z*fi attO^usjgiE 

aft-nn p?w citato wtw 

f*tst?r : ^T?c* f^pc^ wii 
tct*6nw*itc^ wt*fsrtw *t?mrn r ftcjrnc 
^ f«H 4 jrw* 'SW *ra*j c*rt* ?p*ri 
sp^w *sj?Fsr | sprfw ^ *F$R5C$ 

*Ftiy U F^rt wfW? WW ttf% f* 
t?ln **r*£5f * ^Ptrtr* »r«smrrtRtwr ^ 
torti *t%re tom 

tm hhhhu^ ‘tr^tc* ^mm^us s^t? 
vfrrs ^fsr fin^re | Tjsntar It’ll 

src®r st^-prs ^51 mprttrzzz ^*tci 
Ftiwtj< jcfasdi . 

^Ttps. fcfirsj ?p 

nf%"ff ^fcnt^r ^ct?r 
*fti f ftn ^t*r ci c* w&fe W^rst 
*r?r« *1 ^srtl^r itffc ^nsf*tir 

^?rmr 

*xm 1% 4** t*H *HE wr^rsrtgr ?®t1t « 
*rtiPti ^ ’arsrWir ipfit'ssn | 

OB ^f*|'*ft3EjR J I Wit ^n *U <*l*lfi|4, 5flFtlt 

vxm n tfft cit*®* rniW&rcsHc 
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The prince sekflble by this tike of 
jfoft' tie* hlui bffefred lo one invested with hie 
Other's digAity, went with the officers to pr?- 

t ' t * 

son without resistance. His father on hearing 

of the circumstance released his son, excising 

ipg, “ How happy is the king who has a judje 

possessed of such courage I How much greeter 

in* bis happiness who possesses a son Willing 

to submit to the punishment inflicted (Ah hffei 

for a breach of the lawB 1" 1 * 

* 'Wb«h the prince on the death of his father 

chine to the throne, he thoroughly reformed 
b , . ' ' * <* 

Jus conduct, and became one of the noblest mQ- 

qorcbp who ever swayed the British sceptre. 

He alpo sent for the chief justice and highly 

extolled jb%conrage, andsfid, that *f all- hit 

jsdg.ee possessed eqnalxourage he should M> 

teem himself a fortunate monarch. 

18. Fift purges every thing. 

X&flathefi^teegjb, the king of FrarfCt, par* 
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l^fvtir wfW art ♦fimrt art? 

*$tml 

, 3p?w . mm i^g*y^w ^ | 

*tcf?r ^^r'8^| 

VI 3FT3T1 vnrtu1C4 

3TSPf?tcaT!r 1 

iCCin *J35t# ^ntin ctr 4$*r 

«rw f?‘ at^MtDCT $'*£& fIIW'W “Jtf 
ytrtC <rj fe-g-fg aff w tffff 
pr «v «rtwwj|R?r "ft1% *rf^c*sr«* 
*m «trt t 

. f*1^ Rf 

Wff.OTfjrtir $miu n terw *itr*R: 
***' ^W?l f'W *rc*7 ,#t¥f* 

apfsTtrsTr £i04t<M vzkj «r«u 

^Tppt mia i -4 ywitMff ' wtrtar*^ 
stf* t twm artK^f tn°^i *f**i 4flJ»pr' 
or •rtm^ *ff ■KWH r mpf ‘^Mrrqfly 

WWRflfr WW tW C%WH17 ITR^Vtf t ; 

’pw^nr.^wrtr me t 

* wm iggfer ajJ* 



t m 3 ; 

oqmwi ttedf**** 
Iwiit— She chancellor, bnsteMfttt* 
Un, and said, Sfcre,'if *you 'pardon Mm, §mt» 
(|ti aflHw Metffted. Tins Un| replied,' I haw 
t&fdidf given him tty protriise, how call I rd- 
tfect ? fetch me (he great seal. The seal hav- 
ifig been brought, the king affixed it to the par* 
dqp f and returned it to the chancellor. The 
chancellor with a noble courage replied, I cun* 
nqjt receive it. Sire, it is polluted. What a di- 
kfHMua* exclaimed the king, yon are ftp bn* 
practicable man. Having said this, he threw 
the pardon into the fire. Now, replied the 
chancellor, I will take the seal back with plea* 
eft re, for fire purifies all things. 


14 Supremacy of the' Laves. 

( A.. merchant in England brought a finite* 
gainst the king of Spain, and obtained a decree 
against hint- Thnenbasaado^of the Spanish 
king, however, Refused to pay tfanxmmjfpjm 
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VTT? I p l9 w *wWT 

w fl wt* r '*#tw twit itwf*#i«'^ 

4 "Jfjii *t it4 *Mfefi cwvt 

wsrwfai** sn ■ <*few • iw 

4^W 53T 1 3CWF1 ^ttl*T5T Wtf& <# few 

«ltl*t* iffeltfe fe 3P* WJ^tl 
?|4tCVl<i wwt* ferct *mr i «i \it^-,.^ 
csrt*?- >5 tKt? cstr^r fett ^ ^srj 

*fira c s TO r gfrer t tE wft y twR toi raHfj 
fei'felt ^%ttH°v5Rftr 

TWrtc* sfer*rsr wvtfjwr^tfSt^rci 
»isrtft?r jt-'sK *ltr$ »nfe*n ^ixi ’smfesr 
*fec*R fe »mr c^tsrf?r 
*mc*rt* ^ wi^rr?-^! i tctvferi 
felt c*$ wafrr < *fuf few*r ^fetr®T5Tl 

sta i rs fib ' U^i Jffecsrsr ex vsjtt * r *m. 
*rtfsr €9 t^?r *|gra^iir^«i art*: 

wftre *ra*r 51 * | 

>8^75^17 *fe*1 | 

^K?fi (TTt5[ 4* 5fa*lR CWtK'!*' 
artrw =rtfet *Hr?n ^arr^R fesft ?rre 

- - J| A. ■!-*»/- w7~- _ ^m|La|M» JPklt 

w 1 fel lWift#^l!tfefe[5 Wt*R St 

wffefir *fe 





wdrieh Arndmimk amiiiBfiBd am 
SBtlaw»y«£aup»t fhnlMigsriM Jmaring <M#H» 
cgstasiMto* iimsedieteiy’paid down the zns» 
ney, hoteawse - these- were at that time varioaA 
edits depfeshdSngbetwpeu the king of Spaifi 
#nd the English merchartts in the Courts, and 
till the sentence of outlawry should be revers- 
cd the Ling could not plead in the court, and 
would consequently be a gicat loser. 


15 The Emperor of Russia. 

When the embassador of J’etCr, the emper- 
or of Russia, was arrested in England for 
debt, his master expressed his astonishment 


that the individual who represented 
should be treated with such indignity. 


him 

But 


when he was informed that the king of Eng- 
land hiqjself had no power to dispense with 
the laws of the kingdom, he was overcome 


With surprize. 


16 . Iw&gttiality. 

One of the judges of England M um p ing 
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C^t«^T frWf*P««EC, 
^ ^wnt3 Utrfl? Ttwti t^STi 

^jir ^ronrjr 3 rf^s <*t*ww$*r 
f^s fs^r jtc # s om^jTS <*nfc srrc^i 
<rs? wtwi ^rcrsti sn ^?ni c^*nbv, 
sfFftsr rw c^t*r f^5r?r ’r®jrt*T'* ,> 8TW ? 
itra *iiTtt*sr sn jr*^ $\x ' V$ *r&* *rf%’ 

^51 


V <t 3P*T cKt^fl Tt<P1tT f 
*<«■* sp’ftir Ttfr-rtr f*raanr 
st« CJfTT -m*? ftfacw *m -%$*! ^*sr ^ 
Kt?r srf^ftftcjr ^t3i*t^*mtsr 

s$*r WHtcnsr I 

*4* t%^ jsr ca-t-'ST® cwrsr ?t*n * 
5*v csfTT?r srR^t? IkottfFs art* 

WSbH *5<«T f& R <4C43TC# WFGrtTJtfff Wt 

c«r*r i 


> 6 I 

*w «f*r ocriir 
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though the eotmtry, dbfedtvbd 
church* bh Ikiliriiif thh hunts of the ittdM> 
dual ' who had bbilt it, he enquired whether 
it were not the same mail who had a suit i» 

* f 

l^s court, and being informed that it was, repli- 
ed, |ie shall fare none the worse for haring 
built a fcjkurcb. The next day, the gentleman 
bearing of tire circumstance, scut the judge % 
present of fruit and poultry. The judge sent 
it back to him immediately, saying, ho shall 
not fare the better for bis fruit and poultry. 


17. Paying for a Pact. 

Aboyt a hundred and fifty years ago an 
,^ngti«|x, judge, remarkable for his equity 
receiver} a present of a buck from a gentle- 
men, i who -bad a suit in court. When the 
capse came to be heard, the judge enquired 
whether the complainant was not the indivi- 
dual who had sent him a buck, and on being 

t*V I * » •** 

informed that It was, he refused to hear the 

5 «r <*■ i \ 

cause until be had paid for the buck. The 
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•jeston 4 $w. . m$ ?fftm t^r 

%frf^ ? :$mpe; <?Mt f% in, | sr-tf? ^r 
.OTir or ( <p^.5t^„^45r f%fif *l^V*rf OTfftij 
$f ^iict?r c« twins ^ ^ft^m 

j *t?r fttt'&t vxc*:* •$ *& 

^ rty g fr^^i^ir Wn far | wwrttM 


c<r cs 4) f t, isfr^tjft^Jifsr??; istadT oms 

¥m.x$&mi , .. . . .... 

* ** fftr«tir v^ntft<3^\ 
dry --rs ^«.5T{r ^ 

^r^^irT« ffii w ttf4 

<*r fu<j<ur ftrrWri 4rtwY*l&' 
f^*T ^rnttr 

<r t%fra <stan«fWt?r fJrfSt'Xtfc** wrai 
«** fir®t»n 35ttr*nr, cs ^tmr flftft.fr m 


ft iTFCl WT 9^C*IH'C5CT$ *rcfr ^-4* 
^wll5n 
TO& pd?wn »fey> HHB P ty 
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(pMfcftUr «ald feat he never «M4 Ml *mt» 
Mo, and appealed to the officers at the court, 


vtoether ho had sot adopted the same pato 
fice towards all the judges who had sat ott 
bench. Though his declaration was con* 
firmed by them all, the judge continued infle- 


jfibl&apd ordered the price of the buck toj* 
counted cut in court to the gentleman hefutf 
he would begin the cause. 


18. The Dutch and the Hottentot*. 

In the year 1787 there happened a dispute 
between the Hatch j^d the Hottentots at toe 
jpape of Gpod Hope. A Dutchman had been 
Killed by a Hottentot, upon which the Dutch 
Mtnmoaed the chief of that people to find the 
4^ndf* jujft to punish him%c cording to their 
own laws* The punishment was thus indict* 
ed : The Hottentots making a great fire, 
tnrSugfrt ferward toe criminal attended by his 
ftiepds and relations, who alter enjoying a 
gnat feast and ntuoh dancing, took leave of 
Aim. * The culprit having bees previously in* 
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irt Ttir *rt *jw°^ ’sijirt^s^r ^iwi 
C*?.tt<£7f^tt7 37t*i <7 75 f<TFt7 

<®r?r *r^r 1^ *t?rr <n<i<i? ^1% srflt | tt 
7 t?i *rwf% fa»ps &w*r\ix* 

*sftt irfs'cnsr art^?'sri wRrr*?W3r 

*1 #fftvR | 

>v 7» re S fc gm <7?^ 4 

* ^rtr*T ^Wi tistk ^fte. cw 

*kw 4* ftcrttr 
$®r l «a^ >•«<? 37 F»e» t* 

'suites **r«tar*i <r»it ar Wkwin r 
^n?rtf*nr *kw*££v wr wax**, 
w^V^jUw ^t^t?r *feu5 5*w ^Htc»r:i 

<ct£ *ttf% ^ ?rc*f w cff*r ^*5^?n jwf 
yclP t *1771 Wtfc sitf^FZ* ^ait»f-rf3r j 
pte a n r c« t y <ra 1* wyt t'tty Tttfoy ^ i t aq 
^«nr ^ ft r ty i 'x^ t vswk m pm 
*Wr ^iw ftrt* *rt»r *ra*v vr*:iw **r 
: *t?nn *7*rtnv TtTtf **r ?#f*i 71 *^»r 
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ioxicated, and made to dance till his strength 
was exhausted, was thrown into the fire. 

Some time after, one of the Dutch factory 
Stilled a Hottentot, upon which the chief men 
of the tribe came and demanded the death 
of the offender, but as he was the ablest 
Accountant in the whole factory, the Dutch 
were anxious to save him. They therefore 
.contrived this expedient. leaving appointed a 
jday for his execution, they erected a scaffold 
and set him npon it. Soon after, the execu- 
tioner presented him with a glass of brandy 
get on fire. The criminal received the potion 
with much pretended reluctance, with his 
baftds shaking} and his limbs trembling. At 
]ast he swallowed the draft, and instantly 
pretended to fall down dead, on which the 
Dutch speedily covered him with a blanket, 
and .removed him. The Hottentots seeing 
this, set up a great shout and ^claimed, the 
Dutdl^are more just than we^We ijmly put 
our criminal into the fire, but they have put 
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3jf%> T**T*j<^ ^CS(9 ?Pt?Tl 

^ <*nr gn *it®r.,! 
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51 j\tp *ftr?ri t*r i*r 

i§tum ^rmt?nt? iw «rr«tt15w *mnn 
wtf ^Tt%* kwj. escrow 
ttsm ^«*r?rrf«ir srcsrj «afst3l 
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fire ftfto their criminal. Let no- one imagine 
however that the Dutchman died, for the bum- 
ing brandy occasioned him no injury. 

19. Thermopijlce. 

The (Grecian history abounds with exam- 
ples of great heroism, but few actions have re* 
ceived greater praise from all mankind, than 
the noble conduct of Leonidas and bis three 
hundred Spartans. Xerxes the monarch o£ 
Persia, invaded Greece with a mighty army, 
Which according to some historians amounted 
to three millions of men. Leonidas was sent 
with an army of seven thousand men to repel 
the'invaders. He placed himself in a narrow 
defile between two mountains, through which 
the. Persians were constrained to pass before 
they could enter Greece. The name of the 
defile, was Thermopyloe. 

Xerxes advanced with ins whole army to 
the straits, andnever fancying for a moment, 
that the Greeks weald obstruct his passage. 
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waited four days in expectation that they 
would certainly betake themselves to flight. 
At length he sent to Leonidas and command* 
ed him to deliver up his arms. “Come thyself 
and take them/’ replied the Spartan chief. 
Transported with rage, he ordered his army to 
fall on the Greeks, to take them alive and bring 
them to him in letters ; but the army of the 
Persians had no sooner begun the attack than 
it was speedily obliged to retire. The next 
day they renewed the combat, but with no bet- 
ter success. 

Xerxes having lost all hope of making his 
way through the Greek troops who were deter- 
mined to conquer or die, was greatly perplex- 
ed, till one Epealtes informed him of another 
path over the mountains by which the Greeks 
might be attacked in the rear. Xerxes upon 
this secretly dispatched ten thousand men 
upon this expedition. In the mean time 
Leonidas, satisfied in his own mind of the 
impossibility of bearing up against the one- 
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»y, desired his allies to return, while he with 
his three hundred Spartans remained with 
a. determination to fight at the risk of their 
fives. His allies having retired, Leonidas and 
the three hundred who continued with him, 
far from indulging any hopes of either con* 
quering or escaping, looked upon Thermopylae 
as their grave. When Leonidas advised them 
to take some nourishment, saying that they 
should all sup together at night with Pluto, 

they set up with one accord a shout of joy. 

> 

At the dawn of the morning, Xerxes advan- 
ced with his whole army again on the three 
hundred Greeks. Leonidas advanced to the 
broadest part of the pass, and bravely repuls- 
ed the enemy, but fell in the combat. Two of 
the brothers of Xerxes immediately advanced 
to seize his body, but the Greeks covered it 
with invincible courage ; four times did the 
Persians rush on the body, and four times 
were they repulsed. Both the brothers of 
Xerxes and many other brave commanders 
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win m°' *tm ttfmn 



£ 4G 3 


fell under the swords of the .Greeks. At this 
juncture, the ten thousand troops sent witUEpe- 
altes, appeared inanspiciously on the brow of 
the mountain behind the Greeks, who at the 
sight of them retired into the narrowest part of 
tiie pass and drew close to each other. The 
Persians now pressed on these heroes' in front 
and in the rear, and a dreadful conflict ensued. 
The Greeks Overwhelmed but not conquered, 
fought on till every individual save one, was 
slain ; and the. single refugee on reaching his 
own city with the news of the action, was 
treated as a coward with universal contempt. 


20. Cesar. 

When Cesar the Roman General was ad- 
vised by his friends to be more cautious and 
not to move about among the common people 
without being armed, repKed, “ He that lives 
ito fear of death, feels its torments every mo- 
ment. I will feel its torments but once.” 
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31. An English Earl. 

Seward, a noble English Earl, several hun- 
dred years ago was famed for his undaunted 
spirit. He had sent his son to fight the Scots, 
but the youth tell in the battle. His father 
on hearing of his death only enquired, whe- 
ther the wounds of which he died, were in the 
face or in the back. On being told that they 
were all in the forepart; I am rejoiced to 
hear it, replied he ; for who would wish no- 
bler death for himself or his relatives. 


22. A Spartan. 

A Spartan had painted a fly on his shietd ; 
on which his friends rallied him, by saying 
that he wished thereby to avoid being known. 
You are deceived, repli^jj he ; I shall go so 
near my enemies that they will not fail to re- 
cognize me. • . . j , , . . *■ 
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23 . General Meadows. 

General Meadows, who was renowned for 
his valour,being out on a reconnoitering party 
near Seringapatam, a large shot struck the 
ground a little before him, and was moving 
With much velocity against bin). The gene* 
cal instantly stopped his home and moved 
out of the way ; he then took off his hat and 
making a profound bow to the ball as it pass- 
ed, said, I beg you to proceed, I never dispute 
the road with any gentleman of your family. 


24. Combat with a lion. 

An English Earl in the reign of Edward 
the Third of England, was celebrated for his 
bravery, and became a great favorite with 
his sovereign. This naturally created envy, 
and his enemies taking advantage of the 
king's absence, one day instigated the queen 
to try his courage by letting a lion in upon, 
him, saying that if the Earl Were truly noble, 
the lion would not touch him. The queen lis- 
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tened to their advice, and a lion was conse- 

* » - i' ' t 1 - 

quently turned in upon him early the next 
morning. The Earl awakening out of his 
sleep, perceived the lion, growling near hinn 
But not in the least daunted, he called out 
with a commanding voice to the lion: Stand. 
At these words, it is said the lion crouched at 
his feet, to the great amazement of his envi- 
ous enemies, who were looking in upon him 
from a window. The Earl then seized the lion 
by his mane, turned him into his cage, and 
placing his night-cap on his head, came forth 
without ever casting a look behind him. Then 
looking round on his adversaries he exclaim- 
ed, let him that has noble blood in his veins 
now gain and fetch my night cap off his head. 


25. Conflict at sea. 

. In the year 1756, an English ship of war 
which carried two hundred men, .attacked a 
Brench vessel of war, and after a very smart 
action' took her. A few days after, another' 
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French vessel, of twice the size of the Eng- 
lish vessel, bore down upon her, end having 
taken the prize, put some of her men into her, 
and both the French vessels then attacked 
the English ship ; on this a most desperate 
engagement ensued, which lasted an boar and 
a half. In it the French captain, his lieute- 
nant and two- thirds of the crew were killed, and 
on the side of the English, the Captaiu, almost 
all his officers and nearly the whole of the crew 
lost their lives. The English fought with such 
gallantry that when their vessel was taken, 
only twenty-six out of two hundred werealive, 
and of these sixteen had lost either their arms 
Or legs, and the remaining ten were all woun- 
ded. 


26. The Dey of Algiers. 

When Adihiral Keppel was sent to the Dey 
o£Aigie*» to demand the restitutionof two Alps 
which had been taken by Algerine pirates, hd’ 
sailed into the harbour, and castanchor in front 
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hf the Dey*s palace. He then lan<5ed,with otf* 
ly his own Captain and the crew of his barge, 
and demanded an audience of the Dey. On 
Being introduced to him, the English admiral 
demanded satisfaction for the injuries which 
had been done to his Brittanic Majesty’s sub- 
jects. Surprized at his boldness, the Dey 
said, he wondered at the insolence of the 
king of England in sending a beardless boy to 
menace him. The admiral replied with a smile 
that if the king of England had reflected that 
wisdom resided in the beard, he would have 
Sent him a he-goat. Enraged at this reply, 
the Dey ordered his executioner to attend 
with the bow string, telling the admiral he 
should pay for bis insolence with his life. 
Unmoved by this menace, the English admiral 
took him to the window andopeningit, show* 
ed him the English ships of war lying at an* 
chor, and said that if he touched a single 
hair of 1$ head, those vessels would in a sin- 
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gie half hoar level his palace with the ground. 
The Bey knowing that what the admiral 
threatened die English vessels would per- 
forin, made immediate restitution for all the 
fosses which the English merchantmen had 
suffered. 


27. Sailor's w^e. 

« In mm of the engagements between the 
French and the English, a woman assisted at 
One of the guns on the ship of the English ad- 
miral. The admiral coming up to her enquir- 
ed who she was, to which she replied that she 
could not leave her husband and had there- 
fore accompanied him by stealth on the ship; 
that he was wounded and carried below to 
the surgeon, and that she was supplying his 
place at the gun. When the action wy over, 
the admiral reprimanded her for her breach of 
orders, by coming on board, but rewarded her 
with ten guineas for so gallantly supplying her 
husband’s place* 
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28. Courage of a soldier. 

In the year 1743, a private in an English re- 
giment of horse at a battle in Germany of the 
name of Thomas Brown distinguished him- 
self for his intrepidity. After having had two 
horses lqlled under him and lost twofingersof 
his left hand, seeing the regimental standard 
borne off by one of the enemy, he gallopped 
ihto the midst of them and shot the soldier 
who had the ensign. Then seizing it he thrust 
it in between his thigh and the saddle, and 
ibught his way alone through the hostile ranks, 
and though covered with wounds bore it ip 
triumph to his comrades, w ho rent the air with 
their cheers. In this valiant exploit, Brown 
received eight wounds in his face head and 
neck ; three balls went through his hat, and 
two lodged in his back. H e recovered trom his 
wounds so far as to be able again to serve in 
the army, but being ultimately found disquali- 
fied for service, he retired on a pension. 
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29. Fighting Quaker. 

> Thfi Quakers a sect of religionists iu England 
and America, bold it unlawful to fight on any 
occasion. A few years ago an American 
Teasel was chased by a privateer, on which 
the captain determined to turn round and 
'fight, although his ship was inferior in size. 
There was a Quaker passenger on board who 
refused to assist at the guns, but notwithstand- 
ing the shower of bullets continued coolly 
walk to up and down the deck of the ship. 
The privateer at length came up to the ves- 
sel and attempted to board her ; but the 
Quaker approaching the first man of the ene- 
my who had entered the ship, seised him by 
the collar and threw him overboard, saying, 
friend, what business hast thou here ? 


30* Fidelity to a fatten master. 

In the yeaT 1688 happened the great revolu- 
tion in England, by which king James was 
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deprived of the throne and king William ad 
vanced to it. After this change, and the recog 
aition of William as king by the estates of the 
realm, if of course became a treasonable of- 
fence to correspond with the exiled king* One 
of the ministers of state, a particular friend 
of Janies was defected in corresponding with 
him. For this offence by the laws of the 
kingdom he deserved death, but William 
thought it wiser to make such a man his friend 
than to destroy him. He therefore sent for the 
Earl, produced those letters before him, and 
commending his fidelity to his former master, 
expressed a warm desire to have him for his 
friend. Having said this he threw the letters 
into the fire, and thus delivered the Earl from 
all fear, for there was no proof of his crime be- 
side the letters. The Earl, delighted with this 
magnanimity became one of the most faithful 
servants of the new king. 
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81 . Astonishing tenderness of the female sex. 

The duke of Bavaria having made war on 
the Emperor Conrad, the Emperor beseiged 
him in his castle, and though the duke defend* 
edit to the last extremity, yet he was obliged 
to capitulate. All those who were in the Cas- 
tle feared the Emperor’s wrath ; the wife of 
the duke, therefore, sent to him to beg that she 
and the ladies who were with her might be 
permitted to leave the Castle without any 
molestation, to proceed to a place of safety 
and to take whatever they could carry with 
them. The Emperor fancying that they de- 
manded this favor only to save their gold, sil- 
ver and jewels, granted his permission. But 
he was struck with amazement when he per* 
ceived the dutchess moving out of the Castle 

with her husband on her back, and all the ladies, 

* 

bending beneath the load of their respective 
lords. The Emperor was touched with the 
tenderness and courage of the ladies who consi- 
dered their husbands as their true treasures 
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and esteemed them more than gold and jewels. 
He commended their fidelity, and having treat- 
ed them with a splendid feast, came to a sin- 
cere accomodation with the Duke. 


32. Fidelity of servants. 

When Marins the Roman general returned 
to Rome, he determined to extirpate his ene- 
mies, and despatched his emissaries in every 
direction to put them to death. The high 
ways were filled with the monuments of his 
cruelty. Among other persons whom he sought 
to slay was Cornutus; but his servants were 
attached to him with unshaken fidelity. They 
concealed him in a safe place, and taking a 
dead body, suspended it by a beam; then put- 
ting a gold ring on its fingers pointed it out to 
the executioners as the body of their master. 
They afterwards buried it with great pomp; 
no one suspected the truth, and their master 
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was in the . mean time conveyed beyond the 
reach of dahger. 


33. Damon and Pythias. 

Dionysius the tyrant of Syracuse, a matt 
of unfeeling disposition condemned Damon 
to death. Damon obtained permission to vi- 
sit his wife and children, and left his most 
faithful friend Pythias in his room with this 
condition, that if he failed to return in three 
days, his friend should be executed in his stead. 
Before the appointed time Dionysius visited 
Pythias in prison, and said, what a fool art 
thou to have come under such an engage- 
ment? Canst thou think that Damon will re- 
turn and save thy life ? My Lord, said Py- 
thias with a firm voice, my friend cannot fall. 
I am as certain of his fidelity as of my own 
existence. But 1 beseocb God to preserve 
his life. I beseech the wind to detain him* 
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Hay, be not arrive till by my tieath I bay# 
saved his life, which is of so much more valine 
than mine. My life is of lit tie service. His 
is valuable to his fricuds, to his wife, to his 
children. I have only one wish, that he may 
be detained by adverse circumstances till the 
period for his arrival has passed. The tyrant 
was struck with astonishment at this mag- 
nanimity. He endeavoured to speak, but 
his voice failed him, and he retired. 

At length the day for the execution arrived, 
but Damon had not returned. Pythias was 
brought out of prison and with a cheerful 
countenance ascended the scaffold, and thus 
addressed the assembled people, God has 
heard my prayers and is propitious to me. 
The winds have been contrary. Damon 
could not arrive ; he will certainly be here 
to-morrow, and gay blood shall ransom that 

'''H " *’ ' 

of my friend. . Ash# finished these words, a 
noia^was heard at the extremity of the 
crowd, and a voice arose from a distance 
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exclaiming, stop, execntioaer, step. A man 
Came op covered with dust and sweat, and 
In an instant leaped off his horse, and ascen* 
ding the scaffold, embraced Pythias. This 
Was Damon ; be instantly exclaimed, you are 
safe my friend, you are safe. But Pythias 
instead of testifying any pleasure at his arri- 
val exclaimed, by what cruel haste have you 
arrived here to die? Why did not the winds 
detain you one hour longer ? But since I 
cannot die to save you, I will die to accom- 
pany you. Dionysius the tyrant who was 
present was touched with the scene ; he de- 
scended from his throne, and ascending the 
scaffold said, live, ye incomparable friends, 
live ; you have demonstrated that virtue still 
lives in the world. Live happy in your friend- 
ship; but grant me this favor ; receive me in- 
to the number of your friends, and let me par- 
ticipate in a friendship of so divine a charac- 
ter. 
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33. . t Uo/yal Guardian; 

4 Henry king of Sicily, left at his death his son 
John, a child S3 months old, and entrusted 
the guardianship of him to his brother Ferdi- 
nand. No man enjoyed a fairer character 
than Ferdinand. He was wise and resolute 
in action, mild in his manners, distinguished a- 
mong honorable men. Theeyesthereforeof the 
whole people were turned upon him as the man 
best calculated to govern the kingdom. But 
Ferdinand had no other desire than that of ad- 
ministering the government on behalf of his in- 
fhnt nephew. He was repeatedly requested 
to take upon himself the crown, but he never 
listened to this request. When some of the no- 
bles made this proposition to him, he reprov- 
ed them with indignation, and told them that 
as his nephew was too young to defend his 
own right, they and he were the more bound 
to maintain it. He was one day informed, that 
the nobles intended in public council on the 
next day, to propose his taking the crown up- 
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on himself. Hetherefore carte prepared to 
the assembly. On arriving there, oneof the 
nobles getting up, thus addressed him, whom 
Ferdinand is it your pleasure that we should 
declare king? He replied, whom but John 
the son of my brother ? Drawing forth 
the infant prince from under his cloak he 
said, who but this infant ought to be declared 
king 1 Then lifting him upon his shoulders he 
jiaid, God save king J ohn, God save king J ohn. 
He immediately ordered the royal banner to 
be unfurled, and placing the infant upon the 
throne, cast himself prostrate before him and 
saluted him qt t king. All the nobles astonish- 
ed at this fidelity, followed his example. 


3-1. The king and the hawk . 

The Persians relate of one of their kings that 
being one day on a hunting party with his 
hawk, a deer started up before him ; he follow- 
ed it with great eagerness lid it was taken. 
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The courtiers vr $ re left behind in the ehase. 
The king being thirsty, rode about in search 
Of water. At length discovering some trick- 
ling, down from a rock, he took a little cup and 
held it to catch the water. J ust as the cup was 
filed and he had raised it to his lips, the hawk 
shook his pinions and overset. The king 
#as moved at this and again applied the chp 
to the rock to catch the water. When the 
cup was replenished and he was lifting it to 
Ills month, the hawk clapped his wings and 
threw it down a second time. The king being 
now enraged, dashed the bird with such vio- 
lence against the ground, that it expired. 


At this moment, the king’s servants arrived. 
Having a great desire to taste the water but 
tuaahJe to wait till it was collected in drops, he. 
ordered his servant to go and fill the cap at 
tfee i fbUntain head. The servant on reaching the 
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top of the rock found an immense serpent ly- 
ing dead and Ms poisonous foam mixing with 
the water as it rolled down. He descended 
and related the circumstance to the king, mid 
poured out water for him from his own flagon. 
As the king lifted the cup to his lips, the tears 
gushed from his eyes ; he remembered the cir- 
cumstances of the hawk and reproached him- 
self for his own anger in having put to death 
so faithful a bird, and for the rest of his life 
tdways appeared melancholy. 

35. A Faithful Servant. 

When king James the 2nd. of England was 
driven from the throne of his ancestors and 
retired into France, he was followed with fi- 
delity by a Lady of good family ^ut of rained 
fortune. She was compelled gradually to 
dismiss all her servants till her footman who 
had lived with her for twenty years alone was. 
left. She called him one day. and told him 
' that she was tumble to keep him any longer, 
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fife replied that he would live and die in her 
service, let what would happen ; his mistress 
told him that she was totally ruined* that she 
had sold every thing she possessed and was 
obliged to seek for service for her own main- 
tenance But her servant vowed that be would 
pot quit her and brought her all that he had 
saved for twenty years. He then engaged him- 
self in the service of a brazier, at four pice a 
day. Every evening he brought his wages to 
his mistress, and thus supported her for four 
years. 


36. Singular Fidelity. 

One of the descendants of James the se- 
cond who had been deposed, endeavoured in 
fhe year 1745 to recover his p^Jjprnal throne, 
hut being defeated in battle, the king of Eng- 
land offerd a reward of three lacs of rupees to 
apy one who should discover him and deliver 
him up. He took refuge with two common 
thieves, who protected him with fidelity and 
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robbed fox his support. From their house he 
escaped into France. A short time after, one 
of these men who had resisted the reward of 
three lacs of rupees lest he should commit a 
breach of faith, was hanged for stealing a cow 
of the value of fifteen Rupees. 


37. Changing one’s religion. 

When one of the kings of France solicited 
one of his chief counsellors to change his reli- 
gion and to embrace the same faith with his 
master, promising to give him as a reward a 
high post in the government, he nobly replied. 
If I could betray my God for a place in the 
Government, I might betray my sovereign for 
a smaller thing; if I become unfaithful to God, 
how cau I remain faithful to you. 


38. Columbus . 

When Columbus after the most astonishing 
perseverance, had discovered America and 
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thus added a new world to the dominion of 
his king, instead of receiving a reward, he was 
brought home in chains, by order of his king. 
The Captain of the vessel knowing his charac- 
ter and dignity offered to take off his chains 
and to make his passage easy, bat Columbus 
while he thanked him for his kindness, refused 
it, saying that these chains were the rewards 
and honors which he had received from his 
king whom he had served as faithfully as he 
had served his God. These marks of honor 
he wonld keep till his death. 

39. Faithfulness of a servant. 

By a law of Persia, the king was allowed to 
go as frequently as he desired into the haram 
of his subjects. Shah Abas, one of the kings of 
Persia, after being intoxicated at the house of 
one of his friends, attempted to enter the a- 
partment of his ladies, but was stopped by the 
door-keeper, who said that no one besides 
the master should enter there, while he was the 
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porter. The king replied ; dost tbon not 
know me ? yes, answered the porter,! know you 
are king of the men, but not of the women. 
Shah Abbas pleased with the fidelity of the 
servant, returned to his own palace. His friend 
on hearing of the circumstance, immediately 
repaired to the king, and falling at his feet 
begged pardon for his domestic, whom he said 
he had already dismissed from his service for 
his stupidity. 1 am very glad to hear it, re- 
plied the king, for I shall now take him into 
my own service. 

40. Homan Captives . 

In the war between Hannibal, the Cartha- 
ginian general and the Romans, ten Romans 
were taken prisoners. Hannibal sent them to 
the Roman senate to propose an exchange of 
prisoners. Before their departure, they en- 
gaged by an oath to return to the camp of the 
Carthaginians if their errand were unsuccess- 
ful. The senate rejected the proposal of Han- 
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nibal, and nine of the prisoners honorably re- 
turned to deliver themselves up to him ; but 
the tenth refused to return on pretence that 
he had already fulfilled his oath ; for after set- 
ting out on his journey he had pretended to 
return to fetch something from the camp of 
the enemy. The senate however disclaimed 
this deceit, and commanded him to be deliver- 
ed up to the Carthaginians. 


41. Honorable Reply. 

King Edward the 4th, of England, sent one 
of bis generals Herbert to reduce a castle in 
Wales. On arriving there he found it so strong 
that ho despaired of taking it except by 
blockade or by famine. The Commander of the 
fort at length agreed to surrender, on condi- 
tion that he would use bis utmost endeavor to 
save his life. This the general promised to do. 
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When therefore the castle had been given up, 
the general conducted the commander to the 
king and begged that his life might be spared, 
saying, that it was in expectation of this favor 
that he had delivered up a fortress which he 
might have defended The king replied that his 
commission did not authorize him to promise a 
pardon ; that in having delivered up the hos- 
tile commander he had done his duty; and that 
the sparing of his life depended on the king’s 
pleasure. Herbert replied that he had engaged 
to do the utmost in his power to save his life, 
which he had not yet done; he therefore hum- 
bly besought his majesty to do one of two 
things ; either to replace the commander in 
the fort and command some one else to take 
him oat ; or to take his own life in lien of that 
of the commander, since that was the last thing 
h£ could do to redeem his promise. The king 
finding Herbert so very importunate, pardon- 
ed the commander, but bestowed no reward 
on his faithful general. .. 
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42. Astonishing instance of fidelity. 

Peterborough, a noble English General, was 
engaged together with a German general in 
besieging the town of Barcelona. The Gover- 
nor offered to capitulate, and came to the gates 
to settle the conditions with the English Gene- 
ral. Before the articles were signed, loud shouts 
were heard in the streets; on which the gover- 
nor reproached the general saying, while we 
are settling the terms of capitulation with un- 
suspecting honor, your soldiers are faithlessly 
entering the town by the ramparts, and are 
committing every kind of outrage. You do 
injustice to the English, said the general; the 
treachery is committed by the German troops, 
my allies, but permit me to enter the town, and 
I will immediately repress the outrage, and 
faithfully return to the gates of the town and 
finish the terms of capitulation. 

The English General made this proposal 
with so great appearance of truth, that the Go- 
vernor accepted it with confidence. Peterbo- 
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rough hastened to the streets, where be found 
tile German soldiers pillaging the houses of the 
principal inhabitants. He drove them away, 
and obliged them to leave the booty they were 
carrying off. After having thus quieted every 
disturbance, lie left the city and coming back 
to the gates, concluded the terms of the ca- 
pitulation as hid been previously agreed on. 
The Spaniards were surprized at the fidelity 
of the English, for they had formerly been ‘ac- 
customed to treat them as barbarians. 


43. i School boy friendship. 

Of two young men who had been educated 
at Eton, a celebrated school in England, the 
one became one of the principal ministers of 
tile king of England in 1715. The other had 
joined a rebellion in Scotland, and being taken 
in arms against the king was condemned to 
death. His former associate besought the king 
for his life, but his request was refused. On 



C ** ] 


sjm I t^T5<rT? ^fa-fig, to 
? rtsT? <*rf«ixTO<3rw’irft 

trojan sr^nrsrgr 3*fH cm^TO? ^ *£s 
zrfzu s v s: I c*uttt*X z% TO #l 

Iwt cx to ^trtn *rt*i *rtt 
refesr^trt c’ft wrft*R I ^it3rc*r 
3 rs«t «nrtFnr fTO-titf 91 |ct fefk =rstic 
Ttcmr fcfhn wtlwi ^51 
TIT ^flfrial^lcs r TO?r toto?t ft 

5rt m* ^frorc I fltPrutsn ^jj^lnnr 
or? fsnrw) •Fsre.^nr or ft ^f?«T or 

*pf irtrm t^st^fts^ftTO 
C5T$ toj ?f«ij i 

so ’raftJTRr?r fsngsri i 
t^roTO t 0 '£3tTO? *£lro ftioTO 
or 43*g TO to TO 't? W 

tot wx vi><r »TO tttoi 

cr? ** eftft to! I , sptt 3if%* ^ 
fcr«tro ?rftrfto£ftt 4* $omro 

*rt*ft topitos TO^for ^cf«t?i*i 
^5 ^51 TOt?r TOTO? ^r I 
^t^?r TOft TOTsrrst 4 ftro srftssetof 

ia 



t 100 3 


which he threatened to resign his situation if 
the life of his friend was not spared. This 
menace produced the desired effect. The life 
of his friend was granted, and he sent him a 
considerable sum of money. 


44. A singular legacy. 

^n old bachelor in the south of France fa- 
mous for his wealth and avarice was shun- 
ned and hated by every one. He required 
Mich attention from his servants as few were 
disposed to pay ; and instead of wages only 
flattered them with hopes of being remember* 
ed in his will. With these hopes, however, he 
could scarcely prevail on any one to conti- 
nue with him more than a month ; and at 
length his character became so notorious that 
master as he was of immense wealth, he could 
not obtain die service of the meanest indivi- 
dual. He therefore devised this expedient. 
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He sent for an attorney and directed hitn to 
insert in liis will, " I bequeath 1500 Rupees 
in money and my Estate to the servant who 
shall close my eyes but he never intended, 
that his will should have any effect. The 
report of the circumstance very soon spread, 
and hundreds of persons hastened to offer their 
services, amonjj whom he selected a stout 
youth, who had said he cared little for the in- 
convenience he might suffer, while he had the 
prospect of the inheritance before him. Hav- 
ing found a man after his own heart, the miser 
duly installed him in his office. The poor 
servant, however, was obliged to suffer the ex- 
tremity of hunger; and it appeared certain that 
if the miser had lived six months longer, tho 
man must have starved. At length, however, 
the miser paid the debt of nature. 

The next day his relatives came, and en- 

■# 

dcavoured to obtain possession of his proper- 
ty. The poor servant looked with anxiety to 
the opening of the will. As soon as it had 
been read, one of the relatives exclaimed, the 
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gift is worth nothing to the servant. How 
so t exclaimed he. * The relative replied. The 
will says, I bequeath the money and my Es- 
tate to the servant who shall close my eyes. 
But as the old miser was blind of one eye, the 
gift is invalid* 

The unfortunate servant on this applied to 
a lawyer who gave him great hopes of success, 
if the question were brought into court. A 
suit was accordingly instituted, and the judges 
decided, that the object of the testator must 
be ascertained from the fair and natural mean- 
ing of the words ; that it was not to be believ- 
ed that in his last act he meant to commit a 
fraud, and that there could be no doubt in 
reason and law that *he did really intend to 
bequeath the estate and money to the servant 
who should continue faithful to him till he 
died. They therefore directed the property 
to be given to the servant. The relatives, 
however, appealed the cause to the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, where the decision of the court 
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was confirmed and tlie expected reward be- 
stowed on the poor servant. 


45. Swiss soldiers. 

The Swiss inhabit a poor and mountainous 
country. Hence they are in the habit of hiring 
out their soldiers to the sovereigns of Europe. 
A Swiss general who had bravely served the 
king of France, asked for the arrears of pay 
due to the troops. The king’s minister Lou- 
vois was present at the time, and being vexed 
at this new demand on the treasury said. Sir, 
if your Majesty had all the money which has 
been paid to these Swiss by your predecessors, 
it would form a path from thence to your Ca- 
pital. That may be true, answered the brave 
Swiss general ; but if all the blood which the 
Swiss have shed in the service of France were 
collected together, it would form a river from 
hence to Switzerland. The king without an- 
other word, ordered their arrears to be paid 
down. 
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46. Candid culprit . 

The Viceroy of Naples, passing through Bar* 
cclona and having obtained leave to release 
some slaves, went on board the Galley, in 
which they were confined. Passing through 
the crew of slaves, he asked several of them 
what their offences were ? Every one excused 
himself upon various pretences ; one said, he 
was confined out of malice, another through the 
corruption of the judge, while no one acknow- 
ledged the justice of his sentence. But one lit- 
tle black man whom the duke questioned as 
to the reason of his being there said, “ My 
Lord/’ “ I cannot deny I am justly confined 
here, for I wanted money, and stoic a purse 
near Tarragona, to keep me from straving,” 
The Viceroy on hearing this, gave him two 
or three strokes on the shoulder with his 
stick, saying, “ You rogue, what are you doing 
among so many honest, innocent men ? Get 
out of their company/' Having said this, he 
released the slave, while the rest were left in 
slavery. 
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47. King Agrippa. 

When Agrippa was in a private station, he 
was accused by one of his servants of having 
spoken injuriously of Tiberius, the Roman 
Emperor, and was condemned by the Emperor 
to be exposed in chains before the palace gate. 
The weather was very hot, and Agrippa be- 
came excessively thirsty. Seeing a servant of 
Caligula pass by with a pitcher of water, he 
called to him and entreated leave to drink. 
The servant presented the pitcher with much 
courtesy ; and Agrippa having allayed his 
thirst* said to him, that if released from this 
captivity, he would not forget this glass of 
water. Tiberius dying, his successor Caligula 
soon after set Agrippa at liberty, and made 
him king of Judea. Having attained this 
high station, Agrippa was not unmindful of 
the glass of water given to him wheD a cap- 
tive, but sent for the servant and made him 
controller of his household. 
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48. Filial Piety. 

A Roman historian relates that a woman of 
distinction having been condemned to be stran- 
gled, was delivered to the executioner who sent 
her to prison in order to be put to death. The 
gaoler was struck with compunction, and 
could not resolve to kill her. He chose how- 
ever to let her die of hunger ; but in the mean 
while suffered her daughter to visit her in pri- 
son, only taking care that she brought her 
no food. Many days passed over in this man- 
ner ; at length the gaoler surprised that the 
prisoner lived so long without food and sus- 
pecting the daughter, took means secretly 
to observe their interviews. He then disco- 
vered that the affectionate daughter, had all 
the while prolonged her mother’s life with her 
own milk. Amazed at so tender, and at the 
same time so ingenious an artifice, he related 
it to the authorities of the city. This pro- 
duced the happiest effects ; they pardoned the 
criminal and passed adecree, that the mother 
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and the daughter should be maintained for the 
remainder of their lives at the expense of the 
public, and that a temple, sacred to filial 
piety should be erected near the prison. 

49. Bajazet. 

Tamerlane the Great, having made war on 
Bajazet, Emperor of the Turks, overthrew 
him in battle and took him prisoner. The vic- 
tor at first gave the captive monarch a very 
civil reception ; and entering into conversation 
with him said, “Now, king, tell me truly what 
wouldst thou have done with me had I fallen 
into thy power?” Bajazet, who was of a fierce 
and haughty spirit, thus replied : Had the gods 
given unto me the victory, I would have en- 
closed thee in an iron cage, and carried thee 
about with me as a spectacle of derision to 
the world. Tamerlane wrathfully replied, 
“ Then, proud man, as thou wouldst have 
done to me, even so will I do unto thee.” A 
strong iron cage was made, into which the 
fallen emperor was thrust ; and thus was he 
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carried along like a wild beast, in the train of 
his conqueror. Nearly three years were pass* 
ed by the once mighty Bajazet in this cruel 
state of durance ; at last being told that he 
must be carried into Tartary, and in despair 
of obtaining his freedom, he struck his head 
with such violence against the bars of his 
cage, as to put an end to his wretched life. 


50. John, king of France. 

This prince, says an old French chronicler, 
sold his own flesh ; for, in order to ease his 
subjects from paying his own ransom when 
taken prisoner by Edward the English prince, 
and confined in the Tower of London, he 
gave his daughter in marriage to the sovereign 
of Milan for a considerable sum of money. This 
alliance, though beneath the royal race of 
France, did honor to the sovereign, its motive 
being excellent, and could not disgrace tho 
princess, as she became the instrument of 
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contributing to the ease and happiness of her 
country. 

John had left in England two of his sons as 
hostages for the payment of his ransom. One 
of them, tired of his confinement, escaped to 
France. His father, more generous, proposed 
instantly to take his place ; and when the prin- 
cipal officers of his court remonstrated against 
the measure, he said, I myself was permitted to 
come out of the prison in which my son was 
confined, in consequence of the treaty which 
he has violated by his flight. I consider my- 
self therefore no longer free ; I fly to my pri- 
son ; I am engaged to do so by my word ; and if 
honor were banished from all the world, it 
should find an asylum in the breast of a king. 

The magnanimous John accordingly pro- 
ceeded to England, and became a second time 
a prisoner in the Tower of London, where he 
died in 1384. 


END OF PART I. 
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51. The tears of Edward . 

As the agents of Edward the Third were 
conducting his unfortunate kinsman Edward 
to Berkley Castle to put him to a grievous 
death, it came into their minds that, to pre- 
vent his being recognized by the people on the 
road, it would be well to have his head and 
beard shaved. They accordingly commanded 
the prince to alight from his horse, and oblig- 
ed him to sit down on a mound by the way 
side. One of the escort, who officiated as bar- 
ber, brought a bason of cold dirty water taken 
out of the next ditch. The prince, deeply af- 
fected, burst into a flood of warm tears, which 
falling into the dish, he pathetically observed, 
“ Behold, monsters, nature supplies what you 
would deny. Perform your office with this 
warm water." 
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52. Magnanimous Criminal . 

Mr. Ryland an excellent artist, who was 
confined in 1789 for forgery, so far obtained 
the friendship of the governor of the prison, 
that he not only had the liberty of the whole 

honsc and garden, but w hen the other prison- 

% 

ers were locked up in the evening, the gover- 
nor used to take him out with him and range 
the fields to a considerable distance. His 
friends anticipating the fatal consequences of 
a trial at this time, concerted a plan by which 
Ryland was to effect an escape in one of these 
excursions, and which was to have been exe- 
cuted in such a manner, as to exonerate his 
keeper. But probable as the result appeared, 
when mentioned to the unfortunate man, in- 
stead of acceding to it he protested that if he 
were to meet his punishment at that moment, 
he would embrace it rather than betray the 
confidence with which the governor had per- 
mitted his excursions. He was deaf to all re- 
monstrance and ultimately profered the risk 
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of death to a breach of friendship, and was 
hanged. 

53. French Gaiety . 

In the campaign of 18L2, a distinguished 
French general was severely wounded in the 
leg*. The surgeons on consulting, declared 
that amputation was indispensable. The ge- 
neral. received the intelligence with much 
composure. Among the persons who sur- 
rounded him, he observed his valet de cham- 
ber, who was immersed in profound grief. 
u Why dost thou weep?” said his master smil- 
ingly to him. “ It is a fortunate thing for thee, 
thou wilt have only one boot to clean in fu- 
ture." 

54. Lord Howe . 

Admiral Lord Howe, when a captain, was 
once hastily awakened in the middle of the 
night by the officer of the watch, who inform- 
ed him with great agitation, that the ship was 
on fire near the magazine. ** Ifthat be the case," 
said he, rising leisurely to put on his clothes, 
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* we shall soon know it" The officer flew 
back and almost instantly returning from the 
scene of danger, exclaimed, “ You need not. 
Sir, be afraid, the fire is extinguished.” “ A- 
fraid!” exclaimed Howe, “ what do you mean 
by that Sir ? 1 have never known what fear 

is.” Then looking the officer full in the face he 
added, “ Pray Sir, do you see any token of 
fear in my countenance V* 

55. General Valhubert. 

At the battle of Austerlitz, it was the order 
of the Emperor not to break the ranks, in or- 
der to give assistance to the wounded. Gene- 
ral Valhubert was among those who fell ; he 
was severely wounded by a cannon shot in 
the thigh. His soldiers stopped to raise him 
up. The gallant general waved to them to 
begone, exclaiming, “ Remember the order of 
the Emperor ; you will have abundant leisure 
to pick me up after the victory.” 1 He was after- 
wards removed, and met death with the most 
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heroic tranquillity. At the approach of death 
he wrote to the emperor, “ In an hour, I shall 
be no more, I do not regret life, since I have 
participated in a victory which will insure 
you a happy reign. When you think of the 
brave, who were devoted to your service, re* 
member me.” 

56. Scotch Pirate. 

A Scotch Pirate of the name of Le Briton, 
having been attacked by some English ves- 
sels in 1512, defended herself with extraordi- 
nary courage ; but being at last mortally 
wounded and no longer able to fight, he bid 
one of his sailors bring him his flute, on which 
he played for their encouragement as long as 
his breath would permit him. 


57. Magnanimous peasant. 

A great inundation having taken place in 
the north of Italy, the river Adige carried away 
a bridge near Verona, with the exception of 
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mill die arch on which stood the house of the 
toll-gatherer, who thus with his whole family 
remained imprisoned by the stream, and in 
momentary danger of destruction. They were 
discovered from the banks stretching forth 
their hands and imploring succour, while frag* 
ments of the only remaining arch were conti- 
nually dropping into the water. 

In this extreme danger, a nobleman who 
was present, held out a purse of one hundred 
sequins, as a reward to any person who 
would take a boat and deliver this unhappy 
family. But the danger was so great of being 
borne down by the rapidity of the current ; of 
being dashed against a fragment of the bridge, 
or of being crushed by the falling stones of 
the arch, that no one had courage enough to 
attempt such an exploit. 

A peasant passing along was informed of 
the circumstance, and of the promised reward. 
Immediately jumping into a boat he gained 
the place, by strength of oars and gradually 
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brought his boat under the bridge ; the whole 
family then descended safely by means of 
a rope. “ Courage,” said he, “ you are safe.” 
JBy a strenuous effort, and great strength 
of arm, he brought the boat and family to 
shore. “Brave fellow J” exclaimed the Count, 
handing the purse to him, “ here is your re- 
compence.” “ I shall never expose my life for 
money,” answered the peasant, “ my labour 
is a sufficient livelihood for myself, my wife, 
and children. Give the purse to this poor fa- 
mily, who have lost all.” 

58. Lady Russel. 

When the virtuous Lord Russel was 
through the cruelty of the king brought to tri- 
al, he requested that notes might be taken of 
the evidence for his use. The Attorney Ge- 
neral in order to prevent his obtaining the 
aid of Counsel, told him he might use the 
hand of one of his servants in writing if he 
pleased. “I ask no more,” answered his Lord- 
ship, “ but that of the Lady who sits by me.” 



C >01} 


3T3f?r mrt ^t*«. *ff?r»rirc* ^it?i 

gsflTr ’rr^^tiTWJrr^l *rc?r*rcj$*3; 

4^*N <Rt ’f^r *rttnSRt* cjt) 

<PTsr tw ^ wtlinT I fpffr 
?®f*it«. g fecPR c*r cs; ’rtrf’i* cvm* 

» ntgr s tt^p *f* I ^jp apf$7r cs ih^ia 

fafiu g ^-ai^n ^5jtsrt?r =n 

wtsrr? ftar *ff?atrsnr Tt?~l wRI? afl 
f»nrf***rR>^ . ?r?°^ 4t *tf§reft*rt* 
(** frmus; | 


(t* c*rf* ?r*t l 

aw&r ^5fra?r ^TR-ftne? ^r 

t%^g- ’jimri nt^"?r5Tt2T?' csrt^sn *t*r 

<5-»r 4t srt*fri *f?tprc a r #trnr *1 
*«t o*x ’rtfo* csrRtsre^ f*rc<r | c^m 

$ gfc *nr c^r in *rtir 4t *rfstm?r 

nicv* $3ft*r *fec*nr (R^t^t? t^i 
apt* 1%f5r^rt y fsrt?r c*fir 4^ mc?nr Tfin w\ 
^1 ^tWi *r 1 fsfrr *t?xpR car^ri 
srnrfimfc §*rfrtn ’srtstjr 3 ff? »nrrcrei*jf% 
arc* *ro wtan mft; in 1 ant* 

L3 



[ 138 ] 


When the spectators, at these words, turn- 
ed their eyes, and beheld his wife rising op 
to assis ther lord in this his utmost distress, 
a thrill of anguish ran through the assembly. 
Lady Russell continued to take notes during 
the w hole of her husband’s trial ; and when 
he was condemned, this amiable lady threw 
herself at the feet of the king, to ask mercy 
for her husband. She pleaded with many 
tears the merits and loyalty of her father, as 
an atonement for those errors into which her 
husband might have fallen. But her suppli- 
cations were lost upon the heart of the royal 
profligate. 


On the night before Lord Russell’s execu- 
tion, as his wife was about to take leave of 
him, he took her by the hand, and said, “ This 
flesh you now feel, in a few hours, will be 
cold in death.” At ten o’clock she left him. 
He kissed her four or five times, and she so 
governed her sorrow, as not to add by the 
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sight of her distress to the pain of separation. 
Thus they parted, not with sobs and tears, 
but with a composed silence. 

'When she was gone. Lord Kassel said, 
“ Now the bitterness of death is past.” Soon 
after he was executed. 


59. Desertion. 

Frederick the Great, in surveying one even- 
ing some of the advanced posts of his camp, 
discovered a soldier endeavouring to pass the 
sentinel. His Majesty stopped him, and de- 
sired to know where he was going. “ To tell 
you the truth,”’ answered the soldier, "your 
Majesty has been worsted in so many bat- 
tles, that unable to remain any longer, I was 
about to desert. ” Indeed, answered the mo- 
narch ; " remain here but one week longer, 
and if fortune does not mend in that time, I 
will desert with you too.” 
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60. The fatal effect of sleep. 

One nigbt the emperor Joseph II. of Germa- 
ny determined on visiting his guards, to as- 
certain their fidelity, and what dependence 
might be placed on their vigilance. Finding 
them all asleep, he returned to his chamber for 
some money and bound it up in as many purses 
as there were soldiers on duty, twelve in nnm. 
ber. He then visited them once more, and 
placed under the arm of each, one of those 
purses, in every one of which were an hundred 
pieces of gold. One of the sentries was not 
asleep, but only feigned to be so ; he took 
particular notice of the emperor, and at his 
departure, examined the purse which had been 
put under his arm and found that it contained 
an hundred pieces of gold. Supposing that the 
bag of each of his companions contained as 
much, he thought he might without difficulty, 
take possession of the money before they 
awoke. This he immediately put in practice. 
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The emperor who had no doubt that all the 
soldiers were asleep fancied that they would 
be overjoyed on awaking, to discover their 
food fortune. He therefore caused therU to 
be called together early in the morning, and 
asked of them successively what they had 
dreamed the preceding njght, and whether the 

4. 

success was answerable to the vision. ' He 
imagined that each would say he had found a 
purse under his arm with an hundred pieces 
of gold. But not a word of the matter 
did he hear from the first eleven ; when he en- 
quired of the twelfth, the watchful sentinel, he 
made a profound bow to the king, and said, 
“Sire, I fancied last night, that a person who 
very much resembled your Majesty, visited 
us one after the other ; and finding us all a- 
. sleep, returned to his chamber, but soon af- 
ter came back with a dozen purses, which he 
attached severally to the arm of each of us, 
and thfft withdrew. Afterwards, Sire, I saw 
in my dream, that when that venerable and 
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generous person had retired, I began to ex- 
amine the contents of the purse under, my 
own arm, and found in it an hundred pieces 
of gold. Hence I supposed each of my com- 
panions had as many, when I was seized 
with a sudden desire to put them all together ; 
I did so, and was exceedingly pleased on a- 
wakings This, Sire, is the whole of my dream; 
I hope your Majesty approves of my conduct. 

The emperor learning from this ingenious 
harangue that this soldier, notwithstanding he 
had feigned to be asleep like his companions, 
was the only one awake, permitted him to retain 
the twelve rewards, saying to him, “ the mo- 
ney is all yours, for you only were awake. 
As for the rest, it is sufficient for them to 
know, that each had a hundred pieces of 
gold, which he lost by being asleep. Hence 
they will learn, that riches are not acquired 
by slumber; or if by some accident, they fall to 
the share of the slothful, they take flight im- 
mediately.” 
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61. Hapless Union, 

A yotrog lady having met with opposition 
from her friends in an attachment which she 
had conceived for Captain Ross, followed 
him in men’s .clothes to America daring the 
war, and after incredible search and fatigue 
found him in the woods, lying for dead, with 
a wound from a poisoned arrow received in 
a skirmish with the Indians. Having some 
knowledge of surgery, she saved his life by 
sucking his wound and extracting the poison. 
She nursed him for the space of six weeks, 
during which time she remained unknown to 
him, having dyed her skin black. The Cap* 
tain being recovered, they removed into Phi- 
ladelphia, where as soon as she had found a 
clergyman to unite them, she was married to 
the man for whom she had made such efforts, 
and whose life she had so wonderfully pre- 
served.- They lived for four years in the 
greatest friendship, but the fatigue she had 
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undergone, and' the poison, imbibed from the 
wound, t which had not been completely era* 
dicated, undermined her constitution. The 
knowledge of this circumstance, and the 
piercing regret of haying been the occasion of 
her malady, affected Captain Ross to such a 
degree, that he died of a broken heart in Ame- 
rica. His faithful partner returned to Eng. 
land, but died in consequence of grief in the 
following year, at the age of twenty-six. 


62. Public Treasurer . 

The unfortunate Maria Antoinette, queen 
of France, anxious to discharge some private 
debts to the amount of several lakhs, sent one 
morning to M. Necker the minister, and re- 
quested that he would assist her with that 
sum, ,and charge it to the public accounts. 
M. Necker felt equally impressed with a regard 
the honor of his royal mistress, and the fi- 
delity which he owed his sovereign i he there- 
fore told the queen that the money should he 
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instantly procured, although it should neither 
come from, nor be plaeed to, tbte state. Ac* 
cordihgfy, the money was advanced to her 
majesty in an hour out' of his own private 
estate. The queen understanding this, was so 
struck with his generosity that she laid the 
whole of the affair before the king, . who imme- 
diately .sent for M. Necker, and compliment- 
ing him on his integrity and nobleness of heart, 
directed him- at the same time to> re-imburse 
lqmself out of the public treasury. 

63. The Palanquin bearers of Madras- 
Sit John Malcolm in his evidence before 
the House of Commons observed, that there 
existed a large class of Palanquin boys at 
.Madras, who amount to twenty or thirty 
thousand, a great proportion of whom are em- 
ployed by the English, and' as a body ’ are' re- 
markable for their industry and fidelity. *'• He 
said, "During a period of nearly thirty years, I 

•, ' F l , y ^ - t? a*. K . ' * ,i 

cannot call to mind one instance being proved 
of theft in any of this class of men, yet the a- 
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forage of their wages was only six Rupees a 
month. I “remembered to hare heard of one in. 
stance 'of extraordinary fidelity. An officer 
died in his palanquin at the distance of nearly 
three hundred miles from Madras with a sum of 
about Thirty Thousand Rupees in his posses- 
sion. Those honest bearers, alarmed lest sus- 
picion should attach to them, salted his body, 
brought it three hundred miles to Madras, and 
lodged it in the Town-major’s office, with all 
the money sealed in bags.” 

64. Cardinal Ximenes. 

The most upright and one of the most able 
ministers that ever lived was Ximenes, re- 
gent of Spain during part of the minority of 
Charles V. lie was perhaps the only minister 
of whom it can be said, that he did not advance 
a single member of his family to any post of 
honor. . He behaved with much kindness to- 
wards his relatives, but left them in the enjoy- 
ment of their humble station.. Having on one 
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occasion paid a visit to his native village, a 
female relative being ashamed of appearing 
before him in her homely dress, was hastily 
retiring, but was stopped by Ximenes, who 
bade her continue her employment. “ This 
dress,” said he, “ and this employment suit 
you well, attend to your household af- 
fairs.” The disinterestedness of the Cardinal 
was the more remarkable, as bis authority 
as Regent was almost unlimited ; wealth, 
honors, and power, were all at his com- 
mand, but in no instance had his private 
interests the smallest influence in their dis- 
tribution. His large revenues were all ex- 
pended in public acts of munificence, or in re* 
lieving the suffering poor. As a statesman 
he was profound, and decisive; daring the 
twenty months of his Regency, he raised the 
Spanish monarchy to a degree of power and 
splendour, never known befor e or since. 

How melancholy is it to reflect pn the reward 
which awaited such invaluable services ! On 
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the arrival of Charles in Spain, the enemies of 

Ximenes used every possible effort to prevent a 

* 

meeting between them. Ximenes on his way 

to join tiie king, fell ill, but wrote to Charies 

earnestly soliciting an interview. Under 

the plea of multiplicity of business, Charles 

delayed from time to time to comply with 

his request, Ximenes, whose high spirit had 

during a long life of eighty years been proof 
✓ 

against all the attacks of fortune, sunk under 
this unexpected neglect. Charles at length 
wrote him a short letter to express his appro- 
bation of his fidelity ; it contained a formal 

dismissal from his important offices, under 

* 

the pretence that it was time he should retire 
from the fatigues of a public station. The great 
soul of Ximenes could not brook this ; he pe- 
rused the cruel epistle, and a few hours after 
expired. 


65. Dr. Mead . 

In 1723, Atterbury’s plot for the restorati* 
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on of the Stuart family, was the grand- topic 

of attention. When a motion was made a- 

* 

gainst him in Parliament, Dr. Friend made 
the most strenuous efforts in his favor. The 
difficulty of the times had invested the Mi- 
nister with very great power, and severalper- 
sons of consequence were committed to pri- 
son, and among others Dr. Friend, charged on 
suspicion of high treason. After a confine- 
ment of several months, he was admitted to 
bail. 

The mode in which his liberation was pro- 
cured was very remarkable, and does infinite 
honor to the memory of his friend, Dr. Mead. 
Being called to attend Sir Robert Walpole, the 
minister, in sickness, Mead refused to under- 
take his cure, unless Dr. Friend was first set 
at liberty. This procured his liberation. At the 
time of his arrest. Dr. Friend was in the most 
extensive practice, a large part of which 
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fell into the hands of Mead ; but disdaining 
to take advantage of his friend’s confine- 
ment, he made over to him on his release. Five 
Thousand guineas, being the full amount of 
all the fees he had received from Dr. Friend’s 
patients during his confinement. 


60. Horatius Codes . 

The Romans beaten by Porsenna, fled in 
disorder to Rome, with the enemy close at 
their heels. There was a wooden bridge over 
the Tiber, which gave entrance into Rome. 
Porsenna pressed so harden them, that there 
was the most imminent danger of both friend 
and foe entering the city together over the 
bridge. In this emergency, one man alone of 
all the Romans conceived the idea of stem- 
ming the tide of pursuit; discarding all con- 
siderations of personal hazard, he resolved to 
devote himself to the glorious achievement 
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He tamed round on the pursuing host as they 
were entering on the bridge, and with his siu* 
gle arm maintained the pass against them. 

lie fought with incomparable skill and va- 
lour, laid several of the enemy dead at bis feet, 
and wounded many more. Meanwhile his 
fellow-soldiers were employed in cutting down 
the woodeu bridge behind him; maintaining 
the fight till he saw the bridge thus destroy* 
ed, he leaped into the Tiber, armed as he was, 
and swain in safety to the opposite bank, 
having only received one wound in his thigh. 
The destruction of the bridge prevented the 
enemy’s entering the city. The name of this 
patriot and hero was Jloratius Codes. The 
Consul in gratitude for the service he had 
performed, proposed to the Roman people, 
that each of them should give him as much 
as would maintain him for a day, and that 
he should besides, have as much of the public 
lands as lie could compass in one day with a 
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plough. Not only were these rewards cordi- 
ally granted him, but a statue was ordered to 
be erected to his honour in the temple of 
Vulcan. 


67. Simonides. 

Simonides, a Greek poet, was asked by the 
king of Syracuse, What is God? He desired 
a day to think upon it. When the day was 
ended, he desired two days, and when these 
had elapsed, he desired four days more ; thus 
he constantly doubled the number of days in 
which he desired to think of God, before he 
would give an answer. The king at length 
expressed his surprize at his beha\iour, upon 
which the poet replied, the more I think of 
God the less am I able to comprehend him. 

68. Reply of a little boy . 

A little boy of great quickness being in the 
presence of a clergyman, he asked the lad 
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'where God was, and promised to give him an 
orange for his reply. The lad replied, tell me 
where he is not, and I will give you two. 

69. Perseverance. 

King Robert Bruce, who restored the Scot- 
tish monarchy, being out one day reconnoiter- 
ing the army of the enemy, lay at night in a 
barn. Awakening in the morning he beheld a 
spider climbing up to the roof. The insect fell 
to the ground, but made a second attempt. He 
fell a second time, and then made a third essay, 
which was alike unsuccessful. The monarch 
reclining on the couch, saw him thus make 
twelve successive endeavors to reach the roof, 
and baffled in them all ; but the thirteenth ef- 
fort was crowned with success. The king 
starting from his couch, exclaimed, this little 
insect shall be my instructor ; I will follow 
its example ; twelve times have I been defeat- 
ed in battle with the enemies of my country, I 



[ ] 

wtfs reWre *wrl ^rtfsrsrtft 
sp 1*rr i fra <Pt?"*T (7T ^snr or ^irar 
stf wtstps T"ftt?rl 

fft*r ^artfsr swsrt* *tih ft<r I 

^ ®s. 

*5> %Tti1%3ral l v 

gpw tv re ?rmi ^*r« ?rsa ^sr#ct? 
^fln^R I fsfa ^ fiR t^n?c 

osif *fs»r *f?r?n srrfcrfwr strip 

»s<F •storr *r?R' ?Ff?r?n nfNns l t£ 

sts£® s:^n f%ft cftf-an^r* at si 
^prt sc?r?r sijs*ftrra ^r? c * r 

«rtrs st ^fsre ^fwi f^feratir 

*f?*T I frafteretc^l 
<5pr?r ^tersrt? - ^rots sjqrt re m<rtr<rl 
ftspr I ?tsi *f*rrt*r ‘■ras c*fR 

caRCV V17SPI1 ^tfHUKS TtCVtt'Ur 
^r*nt5f^Hrr 4<r°N etf%st?r^ wfrstsf s^t 
*tre?: %rertre **5<*i5u ^*r I 
irtart ^s«it<^ *r*rjt?ctre *f|s stret*?fts ^ 

f??1 4sfct*R' C*T 4 Wg 4?}fc WlSt? - $?F 

^rtfii >M$J£ sr® ?f*re i 'srtfsr fsr 

*freirctnr *m ^^tcs Tft’tTt?: wH’® 

^rtfe *cfc fas $n?m *fa<r i 

0 



c 170 ] 


will make a thirteenth effort. In a few' days 
he fought the battle of Bannockburn, which 
liberated his country from a foreign yoke. 

Reply of a poor Arab 
A poor Arabian of the desert was one day 
asked how he came to be assured that there 
was a God. He replied, as 1 am able to tell 
by seeing the impression on the sand, whether 
a man or a beast has passed over it, so by 
looking abroad on the world, I am convinced 
that there is a God. 

71 . Roman Law. 

The Romans had a law, that no person 
should approach the emperor’s tent at night 
on pain of death. It happened one night that 
a soldier was seen at the door of the emperor’s 
tent with a petition in his hand. He was ap- 
prehended, and was about to be led out to 
execution, when the emperor stepped forward 
and said, if the petition be for himself, let him 
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die ; if for another, let him live. It was found 
on examination that the petition of the poor 
soldier prayed for the lives of two of his com* 
r ades, who having, been found asleep on the 
waiph, had been condemned to death. 

72. Remedy against Discontent. 

. If those who are discontented with their lot 
in this world would look around, they would 
find themselves surrounded with sufferers. An 
Eastern prince having lost a favorite daugh- 
ter, applied to a sage to restore her to life. I 
will restore thy daughter to thee, replied the 
sage, if thou canst find three persons who 
have never mourned. It is said that the 
prince made all possible inquiry for three 
such men, but meeting with disappointment, 
was completely silenced. 

73. Thirst for riches. 

Dr. Franklin who died about, thirty-eight 
yearwfcgo in America, was one of the greatest 
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philosophers in the world. A youth once ask- 
ed him how it was that those who possessed 
great riches were still anxions to gain more. 
He then bronght forward the instance of a rich 
merchant, whose wealth was unbounded, but 
who Seemed as solicitous about accumulating 
riches as though he did not possess a farthing. 
Franklin instead of replying to him, took down 
a fruit from a basket and gave it to a child who 
was then in the room. The fruit was so large 
that the child could scarcely grasp it. He then 
gave it another, which filled the other hand ; 
he then chose a third of a larger size and 
presented it to the child, who made many ef- 
forts to grasp all three ; but not succeeding, 
threw down the third on the floor and burst 
into tears. Franklin then turned to his friend 
and said. See, there is a little man with more 
riches than he can enjoy. 

74. Punishment of rapacity . 

A country-man presented a king of France 
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with a turnip of an unusual size. The king, 
delighted with the simplicity of the man, or* 
dered him a thousand crowns. A courtier 
seeing so large a reward bestowed for so tri- 
fliftg a gift, bought a handsome horse and pre- 
sented it to . the king, in the hope of a larger 
reward; but the king perceiving his object, 
only ordered the turnip to be given to him, 
saying it had cost him a thousand crowns. 

75. Alexander the Great. 

Alexander the Great had a celebrated but 
indigent philosopher at his Court, who being 
once greatly straitened in bis circumstances, 
applied to the monarch for relief. The mo- 
narch immediately gave him an order on his 
treasury for whatever he wanted. He in- 
stantly went and demanded a thousand 
pounds of the treasurer, who surprized at so 
large.a demand refused to give it, until he re- 
ceived an order from Alexander himself. A- 
lexauder heard his representation with pati- 
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ence, but as soon as he had finished-, said, 
f Let the money be instantly {taid. I am de- 
lighted with the philosopher’s way of think- 
ing ; he has done me great honor ; by the 
largeness of his request, he has shewn the high 
idea he entertains of my wealth and my mu- 
nificence.’ 

76. Pertinent reasoning of a peasant. 

A Protestant who rented some land from a 
Catholic Nobleman in Scotland, having fallen 
behind in his payments, the steward during 
the absence of the nobleman seized his agricul- 
tural stock, and advertized it for sale; the poor 
farmer used every entreaty with him and with 
the under-steward, but in vain. Happily, the 
nobleman returned before the sale took place, 
and the fanner immediately waited on him 
and told his sad tale, which touched the heart 
of his landlord, and induced him to grant an 
order forbidding the sale of his cattle. As the 
fanaekwla retiring with a cheerful, counte- 
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nance, be looked round the room and seeinga 
number of images, expressed his surprize, a»d 
wished to know what they were. The noble-, 
roanre plied, ‘ they are the representatives of 
the saints, who intercede with God for me.* 
‘My Lord,* said the poor farmer, ‘would it not 
be better for yon to apply to God yourself for 
the favors you require ? How long did I en- 
treat your steward and his deputy to spare 
my cattle, but in vain ; had I not come at last 
to your Lordship’s self, I should never have 
obtained my request.* 

77, Beerbhur . 

It is said that Beerbhur, a very wise coun- 
sellor of the emperor Akbar, was one day 
walking out with him and a number of the 
courtiers on the banks of the Jumna. The em- 
peror with the wandiu his hand drew a stroke 
cm the sands, and then turning to his courtiers, 
asked them to make the stroke- appear less 
without touching it. They all sei their wits to 
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work, but to little purpose* The emperor then 
turned to Beerbhur and made the same request 
to him. He begged the-. wand in his Majesty’s 
hand, and immediately drew a longer stroke 
along side, of the first ; the monarch expressed 
touch, gratification at bis success. The envy 
which leads a man to detract from his neigh- 
bour’s excellencies, is misplaced ; let him re- 
duce his neighbour to insignificance, by exhi- 
biting superior virtue. 

73. The Caliph. Hegiage, 

The Caliph Hegiage, who was terrible to 
all his subjects by his cruelty, passed through 
the deserts of his empire without any retinue. 
He one day met an Arab, and said tb him, 

* 'Who is this Hegiage, of whom everyone 
speaks.’ The peasant replied, “ He is not a 

man, but a tyger.” Hegiage asked why he 

W'l' ■ 

reproached him. The Arab replied, “ He has 
committed a thousand crimes ; he has slid*! 
the blood ofa pillion of his subjects,” Hegiage . 
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said, * Have you ever seen him V “ No,” re- 
plied the peasant. * Well then,’ said Hegi- 
age, * lift up thine eyes. It is to him thou art 
speaking.’ The Arab, without manifesting 
the least surprise, looked up to him and said, 
“ Do you know who I am ?” No, replied the 
Caliph.- The man said, “ I am one of tile fa- 
mily of Zobais, every one of whose descend- 
ants becomes foolish one day in the year. 
This is my day for becoming foolish.” The 
Caliph smiled at this excuse, and forgave 
him. 

79. Pyrrhus. 

Pyrrhus, King of Epirus in Greece, having 
heard one day that two young men while drink- 
ing together, had abused him in very violent 
language, caused them to be brought into his 
presence, and asked them if it was true that 
they, had dared to speak in disrespectful lan- 
guage of their Prince. They replied that it 
Was indeed - true, had said, that they .shonld 
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have spoken even more violently, if tbeir wine 
bad not failed them. The monarch laughed 
much at this sally, and pardoned them. 

80. Philopemen. 

Philopemen, a Grecian, one of the most il- 
lustrious Captains of his age, marching with 
his army, moved on before them and arriving 
first at the place of his encampment, found 
every one eager in preparing a magnificent 
repast for him. A woman looking at his coun- 
tenance took him for one of his servants, from 
his unpleasant look, and asked him to assist 
her hi cleaving the wood ; without saying an- 
other word, he took up a hatchet and began 
to cut the wood with all his might. His prin- 
cipal officers arrived soon after, and seeing 
him at that employment, asked him what he 
was doing. He replied with a smiling coun- 
tenance, that he was paying the penalty of 
his unfortunate countenance. 
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61. A just reply . 

Philip, King of Macedon, the father of A- 
lexander the Great, had rendered the Spartans 
the most eminent services. He was one day 
attending a great festival when these same 
Spartans grossly insulted him. His friends 
exhorted him to punish them for their inso- 
lence ; but he nobly replied, “ If they are so 
wicked as to insult those who do them good, 
what will they not do to those who may do 
them an injury ?” 

82. The Emperor Aurelian. 

The Roman emperor Aurelian having arriv- 
ed before the city of Tigana, found that the 
inhabitants had shut the gates against him, 
and swore in his wrath thatlhe would not 
leave even a dog alive. The soldiers rejoiced 
on bearing this, fancying that they should ob- 
tain great booty. When the town had been 
taken, the troops begged Aurelian to respect 
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his own oath. , He replied, ‘ l swore I would 
not leave a dog alive in the town, slay then 
til the dogs, but mind you touch none of the inh- 
abitants. '* 

83. Wisdom of Antigonus. 

After Antigonus one of the Captains of A- 
lexander the Great had been deelarettkidg of 
a part of Asia, some of his soldiers Svho 1 did 
not believe he was near them, wcffe'fpeaking 
in the tent with great violence of him. ’the 
king, hearing this, lifted up the curtain of 
their tent and said to them, “ Speak softly, 
else your king will hear you.” 

84. Miraculous shot. . 

This little narative relates to a -Hottentot 
of the name of Vou W yler, and we give, the 
story of bis perilous and fearful deed in his 
own word»t M It is now,” said he, “ morethan 
two years since in the very place Where We 
stand, t took a shot with my god' of th%a- 
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ralleled danger ; my wife wa» sitting in the 
fc(i®se near the dopr, the children were^aying 
about her, I was without, near the-house, 
huSied in doing something to a waggon, when 
suddenly, though it was mid-day, an enormous 
lion appeared, came up, and laid himself 
quietly down in the shade , upon the very thres- 
hold of the door. My wife, either frozen with 
fear, or aware of the greater danger at- 
tending any attempt to fly, remained motion- 
less in her place, while the children took re- 
fuge in her lap. The cry they uttered attract- 
ed my attention, and I hastened towards 
the door bat my astonishment may be well 
conceived, though I cannot describe it, when 
I found the entrance thus obstructed. Al- 
though the animal had not seen me; unarm- 
ed as l was, escape appeared impossible, 
Xet 1 glided gently to the side of the house, 

. up to the window of my chamber, where my 
leaded gun was standing. By a happy chance 
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J tad set k in a corner close by the vMnr, 
wftlAt I could reach it with my hand ; 
Shftitifl more fortunately, the door of the room 
dfaiopen, so that I could see the whole of the 
danger. The lion was beginning to move, 
perhaps with the intention of making a spring ; 
there, was no longer any time to think; I call- 
edsoftfy to the mother not to be afraid and in* 
yoking the name of God, fired my piece. The 
hall passed directly over my boy’s head, end 
lodged in the forehead of the lion ; his eyes shot 
forth as it were sparks of fire, and rolling on the 
ground, he resigned his breath. 

85. Astonishing reward of industry, 

y* • 

"JVhen Arkwright, a very poor man m Eng- 
land, went first to Manchester, he hired him- 
self to a petty barber ; hut being remarkably 
fru gal he saved money out of a very scanty in- 
come. Wiifi these savings he took a cellar, and 
commenced business for himself; at the cellar 
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besulhe displayed this inscription : " Siibter- 
«< ijfca ^ -»sttavmg for a half penny.” Theuo- 
Vtd^yof the ad vertisement soon attracted-* 
hfrge number of customers. A neighbouring 
e&jifer one day came to bis shop in order tobe 
Staved. The fellow had a remarkably strong 
rough beard. Arkwright beginning to lather 
him, said he hoped he would give him another 
half penny, for his beard was so strong it might 
spoil his razor.. The cobier declared he would 
not; Arkwright then shaved him for the half 
penny, and immediately gave him two pair of 
shoes to mend. This was the basis of Ark- 
wright’s extraordinary fortune ; for the cobler 
strnck with this unexpected favour, introduc- 
ed him to the inspection of a cotton machine 
invented by a particular friend of his. Ark- 
wright got possession of the plan; and it 
gradually led him to establish machines by 
which he amassed an immense fortune, se- 
cond to none in the kingdom, and to the ac- 
quisition of a title from the king. 
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86. Sir John Purcell. 

Iothe year 1811, tbe bouse of Sir John 

, V- ,,, * * * . 7 

Purcell, in Ireland, was attacked by a despe- 
rate gang of robbers whd forced the win- 
dows of tbe parlour adjoining to the room ift 
Which be had just retired to rest. They ap- 
peared to him to bb about fourteen in number. 
He immediately got out of bed, and bis first 
determination beingtomake resistencc, it was 
with no small anxiety that he reflected upon 
the unarmed condition in which he was placed, 
being destitute of a single weapon. It hap- 
pily occurred to him that having supped in the 
bed chamber on that night, a knife had been 
left behind by accident, and he instantly pro- 
ceeded to grope in the dark for this weapon, 
which he fortunately found. He stood in 
calm but resolute expectation, that the pro- 
gress of the robbers would soon lead them, to 
his bed chamber ; he beard the furniture which 
had beep placed against a door displaced, and 
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immediately afterwards the door was burst 
open by the robbers. The moon shone with 
greet brightness and when this door was thrown 
open, the light streaming in through three large 
windows in the parlour, afforded Sir John a 
view that might have made an intrepid spirit 
not a little apprehensive. His bed room was 
very dark inconsequence of the shutters of the 
windows being closed ; thus while he stood 
enveloped in darkness, he saw standing before 
him, by the brightness of the moonlight, a bo* 
dy of armed men. Armed only with this knife, 
and aided only by a dauntless heart, he took 
his station at the side of the door, and in a 
moment after, one of the villains entered from 
the parlour iuto the dark room. Instantly up* 
on advancing. Sir John plunged the knife into 
the robber’s body, who upon receiving this 
thrust, rolled back into the parlour, crying 
out that he was killed. 

Shortly after another advanced, who was 
wtMUtded in a similar manner, and who also 
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staggered back into the parlour, crying out that 
hp waswounded. A voice from the outside 
gavcorders to fire into the dark room, upon 
which a man stepped forward with a short- 
gun in his hand. As this fellow stood in 
the act of firing, Sir John had the amazing 
coolness to look at his intended murderer, and, 
without making any noise that might point out 
the exact spot where he was standing, calm' 
ly calculated that the contents of the piece 
were likely to pass close to his breast without 
wounding him ; in this state of firm expecta- 
tion he stood without flinching ; the piece was 
fired, and its contents harmlessly lodged in the 
wall. 


As soon as the robber fired. Sir John made 
a push at him with his knife, and wounded him 
in the arm, which he repeated again in a mo- 
ment, and the villain npon being wounded re- 
tired as the others had done, exclaiming that 



The robbers immediately rushed 


forwaadfrom the parlour into the dark room. 
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and then it was that Sir John’s mind recog- 
nized the deepest sense of danger. He thought 
all ebance of preserving his own life was over ; 
hot. he resolved to part with that life only by 
the death of some of the murderers. The mo- 
ment the villains entered the room, he struck 
at the first fellow with his knife, and wound- 
ed him. At the same instant one of them gave 
him a blow on the head, and grappled with 
him. He stabbed at the fellow with whom 
he found himself engaged. The floor being 
slippery with blood. Sir John and his adver- 
sary bpth fell, and while they were on the 
ground. Sir John thinking that his thrusts 
with the knife, though made with all his force, 
did not seem to produce the decisive effect 
which they had in the beginning of tfie conflict, 
he examined the point of his weapon with 
his finger, and found that the blade of it had 
been bent near the point. As he lay strug- 
gling OjHhe ground, be endeavoured, but un- 
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saccessfijfty to straiten it While making 
this attempt, he perceived that ftt grasp of 
his adversary was losing its pressor©, and hi 
a moment after be found himself released from 
it, the follow being in the anas of death. At 
length the robbers, finding so many of their 
party killed or wounded, employed them- 
selves in removing the bodies out of the house. 
Sir John embraced this opportunity of retiring 
to a place of safety, a little distant from the 
bouse. On the departure of the banditti he 
returned, and placing his daughter-in-law and 
grand-child in a place of safety, took all foe 
necessary precautions to prevent his being 
again attacked. One of the robbers w%s af- 
terwards apprehended, and on his trial con- 
fessed that the party had consisted of nine 
persons, of whom two had been killed and 
three wounded by the single arm of Sir John 
Purcell. 

87 . Coolness, of Frederick the Great, 


Frederick the Great, the Kina of Prussia, 
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being once posted with his troops at New- 
maid: opposite to the immense Rnssian-ar- 
my, which was separated from him only by a 
river, went out to reconnoitre the enemy with 
a single page and an officer. Having laid his 
glass upon the shoulder of the page, he began 
to observe tire Russians, who as soon as they 
perceived Mm, kept up a smart fire upon the 
spot where he stood. The balls struck the 
ground on all sides, and threw up the earth 
which covered Ms coat and hat. At last the 
officer thought it Ms duty to apprize his Ma- 
jesty of the danger,.und pointed out the effect 
of the enemy’s shot upon his clothes. • The 
king did not answer him for some time, but 
at length turned bis head, and said with great 
composure, * If you are afraid, you may go 
back,’ and then continued Ms observations. 
After having seen every thing he wished, he 
said to the trembling page, ‘Now I have 
done, yon may pack up every thing.' Then 
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mounting bis horse, be rode gently back to 
his camp. 


88. Intrepid Bishop. 

A house in the town of Auch had taken 
fire ; in the highest story of it there was a fee- 
ble old woman, cut off from all chance of 
escape. The bishop of the place offered a re- 
ward of 2000 Rupees to any one who would 

rescue her from destruction ; but none came 

* 

forward. The flames made rapid progress, 
and the unfortunate woman was on the point 
of perishing, when the bishop wrapped a wet 
cloth around him, rushed into the burning pile, 
reached the woman, and brought her down 
in safety. 


89. Buktiyar Khullijy . 


The first chief who raised the Moosulman 
standard in Bengal was Buktiyar Khullijy. 
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His appearance wad mean, and his person 
so deformed, that when he offered to enlist in- 
to the army of Mahomedan Ghory of Lahore, 
he was refused admittance. Finding it im- 
possible to obtain a place in the imperial ser- 
vice, he enlisted as a horseman in the service 
of one of the provincial governors, and his 
activity, courage and abilities very soon se- 
cured his promotion. Having signalized him- 
self on several important occasions he was 
at length appointed to command the army 
which was destined to the conquest of Behar. 

In this employment he was eminently suc- 
.cessful, and returned at the end of two years 
laden with plunder. The Viceroy, pleased 
with his conduct, conferred such honour on 
him as raised the envy of his competitors and 
led them to determine on his removal from 
the Court. The plot which they devised for 
his disgrace was this ; when the whole Court 
was as$#Bbled, some of the nobles took an 
opportunity of introducing the subject of &e 
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daring bravery of JBoktiyar ; adding, that 
Hey were sore he would single banded con- 
tend with and overcome a fierce elephant ; 
this was contradicted by ethers, and the mat- 
ter -was referred to the Viceroy, who propound- 
ed it toBukhiyar. fie, dreading the imputa- 
tion of cowardice boldly agreed to try the 
contest. 

A large elephant was then introduced into 
the area in front of the Palace, and Bukti- 
yar without making any otbfer preparation, 
simply threw off Ms upper garment, and gird- 
ing tip Ms loins, advanced with a battle axe 
in his hand. The elephant, urged on by his 
driver, made a charge at Buktiyar, who dex- 
terously avoided it, and at the same time 
struck the elephant with his battle axe with 
such force on the trank, that the animal 
screamed and ran off. Shouts of wonder re- 
stmnded lktough the palace, and the Viceroy 
not wttty presented the general with a large 
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«*» of money htmdelf; but ordered all the hb- 
btesto present o ffeoags to him likewise. . The 
smn collected on this occasion was very con- 
siderable, bat Buktiyar scorning to touch it, 
distributed the whole among the servants Of 
the court. 

Shortly after this event he was appointed 
governor of Behar, with orders to extend his 

conquests over all the neighbouring countries. 


90. Muley Mooluk. 

» * 

The Africans record wonders of the life and 
death of their King Muley Mooluk, who was 
invaded in his own dominions by Sebastian 
King Of Portugal. The Royal Moor was 
wasted away by sickness when the invasion 
tookfdace, and on the day of battle was rea- 
dy to expire. Being brought to his camp in 
a litter, he gave particular orders t^his offi- 
cers to conceal his death, if he should expire 
dosing the; actios. v He conveyed , town 
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rank to rank, and exhorted the -Moore to fight 
valiantly in defence of their religion and their 
country. The battle commenced, and the 
king’a right wing was pushed by the Portu- 
gueze troops. When the dying monarch saw 
his troops in disorder, and flying before the 
enemy, he leaped out of the litter, and en- 
deavoured, though in the embrace of death, 
to re-aminate them. His officers endeavoured 
in vain to restrain him ; sword in hand he 
moved through his flying troops, who, encour- 
aged by the example of their prince, returned 
to the charge, repulsed the enemy and regain- 
ed their honour. The king had no sooner 
performed this heroic deed than he fainted in 
the arms of his generals, and was conveyed 
back in his Utter to the camp, where he ex- 
pired shortly after. 


9l» Sir Isaac Newton. 

Strisaate Newton, one of the greatest pbilo- 
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sobers the world has everprodneifd, Wheat 
tile same time a man of peculiar miMnes^ ef 
character. He had been employed for a long 
time m a series of calculations on which he 
had' bestowed extraordinary labour. One 
evening having indiscreetly left his door open, 
his little dog Fido Went in and threw down Ms 
candle, which set fire to his valuable papers 
and entirely consumed them. When Newton 
mitered the room and saw the irreparable mis- 
chief which had been done, he simply exclaim- 
ed, Ah Fido, yon know not what harm you 
have committed. 


92. Drinking up the Sea. 

Amasis, king of Egypt, was reputed -one of 
the most learned men of his time, and through 
his love of science, had shewn peculiar marks 
of favour to Thales, the philosopher of Miletus. 
BetweaaAmasis and the king of Ethiopia 
them subsisted an extraoidmaryetnulation ; 
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tricts in their dominions.' 

: 7 T» ©neof those diapatee tit#lcing Of* Egypt 
finding himself ttnahle to' maintain the? 1 c«fi~ ! 

or to obtain adequate assistance- 
ffiOm the learned men of his own dominions r 
sent a letter to Biasihe Philosopher, thecofi- 
tents of which were asfoMow: 

Affinals, king of Egypt, to Bias, the wisest 
of the Greeks. The king of Ethiopia cop- 
eth with me for pre-eminence in’; Wisdom.. 
. Repeatedly overcome by me, he hath atlength 
made a strange demand, that 1 should drink 
up tits sea. If I resolve this proposition- 1 
shall aoqntrefrom him manylowns and cities 3 
If otherwise,! mustioaemactiofmy territodee: 
Consider the. matter, and send me an answer* 


When Bia# receivedthis letter he was resid- 
inf tin W^jpny : . 
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ffek& fcemddtessed flwmessenffc* 

and sadd, Why WiH Amfcds Who possesses 
so large a country and commands so many 
ifeen, drink up file sea for a four obscure vil- 
lages? The messenger replied, if he was de- 
sSroasof doing it, tell me how he may accom- 
plish it. Tbe Philosopher answered, the de- 
mand of the king of Ethiopia concerns only 
that which is now in the sea, not that which 
shall hereafter flow into it. Bid the king with- 
hold die riversfrom running into tbe sea until 
Amasis shall have drunk up that which is now 
therein. This ingenious reply delighEd the 
philosophers, and the king’s messenger return- 
ed with great satisfaction. 


. 93. Lord Stair and Louis XV. 


Lotus XV. was told that Lord Stair, the 
English embassador at his Court, was one 
of fhelfosf h&d mm in Europe. Ishallsoon 
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asking Lord Stair to take tun airing with him, 
as soon as the door of the coach vras opened, 
he hade him pass and go in: the other bowed 
and obeyed. The king said, the world is in 
the right in the character it gives yon : another 
person would have made me wait with cere- 
mony. 


94. Honour. 


After the battle of Culloden, in the year 
1745, a reward of thirty thousand pounds was 
offered to any one who should discover or 
deliver up the young Pretender, who had en- 
deavored to obtain the throne of England. He 
had taken refuge with two common thieves, 
who protected him with the greatest fidelity; 
robbed for his support, and often went in dis- 
guise to purchase provisions for him. A con- 
siderable time afterwards, one of these men, 
wtip had resisted the temptation of thirty thou- 
jgptd pounds from a regard to his honour, was 
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hanged for stealing a cotf, foe valoe of thirty- 
shillings. 


95. Siege of Calais. 

After a twelvemonth’s siege of Calais, dar- 
ing which foe inhabitants were reduced to foe 
last extremity by famine and fatigue, the city 
was taken by Edward the III. Irritated by 
the long resistance he had encountered, he 
often declared, that- when put in possession 
of the place, he would take signal vengeance 
on foe inhabitants. It was therefore, not with- 
out great difficulty that he was persuaded to 
accept of their submission, only upon condi- 
tion that six of the most considerable citi- 
* * 
zens should be sent to him to be disposed of 

as he thought proper. He gave orders that 
they fohUXdPe led barefooted and bareheaded 
into his camp, with ropes about their necks, 
in foe manner of criminals prepared for exe- 
cution. On these conditions, he promiaedto 
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share the lives of all the ftmainder. The ap- 
parent cruelty of this requisition threw the 
inhabitants into the utmost distress. At last, 
one of the principal citizens,* Eustace de St. 
Pierre, stepped forth, and declared himself 
willing to encounter death for the safety of 
his friends and companions. 

Five more successively followed his exam- 
ple. These six heroic men, marching out like 
criminals, laid the keys of the city at Edward’s 
feet. But their submission did not appease 
his resentment, and he persisted in his resolu- 
tion to send them to execution, till his queen, 
who was at the time in the camp, threw herself 
on her knees before him, and, with tears in her 
eyes, implored him to have mercy on those 
brave citizens. At her earnest intercession, 
they were set at liberty. 
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